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Celebrating the Investiture of 
Dr. Tracy L. Brundage

ABAC faculty, staff, students, University System of Georgia (USG) institution representatives, and community officials 
celebrated Dr. Tracy L. Brundage’s investiture as ABAC’s 11th President this fall. The event included supportive 
remarks from a number of individuals about Brundage’s contributions to higher education throughout her 31-year 
career. USG Chancellor Sonny Perdue presented President Brundage with the ABAC medallion, a recreation of 
the college seal which, represents the scholarship and authority of the office, as well as the ABAC mace, which 
represents the authority vested in the president of an institution of higher learning by its governing board. 

The investiture of a new president is a ceremony of dignity with many academic traditions and protocols. Originating 
in English universities, the investiture ceremony is among the oldest of traditions in academia. The word investiture 
comes from the Latin phrase for “dress in robe.” In academic circles, the term has come to mean one who will literally 
don the university’s insignia and regalia.

You can view the investiture ceremony by visiting link.abac.edu/watch-investiture.
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What a year it has been! From finishing my first full term as the ABAC 
President to a wonderful investiture ceremony to a very successful visit by 
the Board of Regents to our campus in October, the past 14 months have 
made an indelible impression on the story of my life.

I can’t go another minute without thanking you for all of your support.  
Everywhere I have traveled during the past year to meet alumni and friends 
of ABAC, I have been welcomed with open arms.  I appreciate all of you who 
attended my investiture ceremony as I received my official confirmation as 
the President from Chancellor Sonny Perdue.  What a great thrill it was to 
look out into that audience and see all the ABAC students, faculty, alumni, 
friends, and family.  It’s a moment I will never forget.

This year, our entire team focused on increasing our enrollment so that 
more students could experience a quality education at a reasonable cost, 

a trademark of ABAC. I challenged our faculty and staff to raise enrollment by 2.5 
percent for the Fall 2023 semester; a lofty goal, considering the challenges that 
colleges and universities around the country face. Their response was sensational. 
Our fall enrollment was up 3.5 percent, and I’m so proud of the determined effort from 
our entire team.

In the past year, ABAC launched two new bachelor’s degree programs and two new 
workforce-oriented certificate programs, bringing our total to 14 bachelor’s degrees 
and four associate’s degree.

In May, the Board of Regents approved our proposal to move to a four-year athletic 
program, which will help in our efforts to retain more students. We are also bringing 
back men’s and women’s basketball beginning next year, which will attract more 
students and give us another way to engage with our community. Gee Haw!

It made me so proud of ABAC and its accomplishments when I shared all this 
information and more with the Board of Regents when they met recently for their 
monthly meeting in the Carlton Center in the middle of our beautiful campus.  It’s the 
first time the Regents have met at ABAC since 2002. We were so thrilled to show 
them everything ABAC has to offer and share our unique place in the University 
System.

There is much to celebrate and a mountain of work to do to keep our momentum 
going.  We developed a new strategic plan, and we are already at work on many of 
those objectives to ensure that ABAC remains relevant, innovative, and focused on 
the mission.  We will continue to plan the work and work the plan.

Passion for ABAC goes far beyond our campus, and you play such an important role 
in our growth and success. Your support allows us to provide our students with a 
transformational experience, and that is the core of everything that we do. On behalf 
of everyone at ABAC, we are so grateful for your support, and we hope you can 
actively take part in all of the exciting things happening here this year. Visit us soon!

From Our President
Dr. Tracy Brundage

“We now have almost 

3,800 students from 151 

of Georgia’s 159 counties, 

53 of Florida’s 67 counties, 

14 states and 21 countries.  

Our residence halls are 

bursting at the seams with 

over 1,300 students living 

on campus.”

On the Cover
These are exciting days at ABAC with a new President charting the course for the future. 
ABAC President Dr. Tracy L. Brundage (center) is joined in her efforts by Melissa Pierzchajlo, 
President of the ABAC Alumni Board of Directors (lower step), and Jaclyn Ford, Chair of the ABAC 
Foundation Board of Trustees (upper step).
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A Year to Remember
Board of Regents approves four-year 
athletics, return of basketball at ABAC
Begining in Fall 2024, ABAC will transition to four-
year athletics and will bring back men’s and women’s 
basketball. The proposal was approved by the University 
System of Georgia’s Board of Regents at its meeting in 
May 2023.

“This is a tremendous day for ABAC,” said President 
Tracy Brundage. “I’m not just talking about athletics. This 
is a great day for the entire college and our community. 
This directly aligns with our goals and strategic initiatives 
in enrollment and brand recognition. The support that 
ABAC received from many community partners, as well 
as the plan our team put together, proved to the Board of 
Regents that this was the right decision.” 

Basketball was a keystone of the college’s athletic 
program for decades until being discontinued in 2008. 
The college will hire a head men’s coach while Athletic 
Director Chuck Wimberly will coach the women’s team. 

Brundage championed the move to four-year athletics 
almost immediately after arriving on campus last 
summer. Because the college offers 14 4-year degree 
programs and four 2-year degree programs, ABAC’s 
participation in the National Junior College Athletic 
Association did not match its academic structure. 

“Our student-athletes have been forced to choose 
between pursuing their athletic career for another two 
years at another school or continuing their education 
here at ABAC,” Brundage said. “With the move to four-
year athletics, those student-athletes will be able to stay 
here. That is important for our enrollment, but it’s really a 
matter of serving our students well.” 

Faculty and staff received awards for 
their commitment to the College
Dr. Sallie McHugh was selected as the recipient of 
the W. Bruce and Rosalyn Ray Donaldson Award for 
Teaching Excellence. McHugh is an associate professor 
in the School of Agriculture and Natural Resources. She 
recently completed her 16th year in education.

Dr. Benjamin Gahagen was selected for the W. Bruce and 
Rosalyn Ray Donaldson Award for Excellence in Student 
Engagement.  He is an Associate Professor of biology 
from the Department of Science and Mathematics. 

Dr. Janet Koposko, associate professor from the 
Department of Rural Studies, was selected as the 2023 
recipient of the W. Bruce and Rosalyn Ray Donaldson 
Excellence in Advising Award Winner.

Deidra Jackson was selected as the recipient of the E. 
Lanier Carson Leadership Award. She oversees business 
operations, human resources, student financial aid, 
student accounts, information technology, facilities, 
campus police and auxiliary services. Jackson joined the 
ABAC Family in May 2010 as the Comptroller. 

Doug Hicks was selected as the 2023 recipient of the 
Roy R. Jackson Award for Staff Excellence presented, 
each year to the top staff member. Hicks, an agriculture 
specialist in the School of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources, has been at ABAC for 20 years. He currently 
serves as the ABAC Beef Herd Manager.

“We are very fortunate to have very dedicated 
employees who put students first.” said President 
Tracy Brundage. 
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Seven ABAC students 
accepted into top vet programs
Seven biology and animal science students from ABAC 
were accepted into top veterinary programs after 
participating in a USDA National Institute of Food and 
Agriculture grant opportunity designed to streamline 
and track the acceptance rate of ABAC students into 
veterinary colleges. 

Dr. Jenny Harper applied for the grant in conjunction 
with Dr. Hemant Naikare at the University of Georgia 
Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory located in Tifton.  

Harper said that the grant’s main goal is to increase the 
number of underrepresented undergraduate students 
qualified to apply to veterinary medicine programs 
in hopes that those students return to rural areas to 
practice. 

“When we say underrepresented, we mean students 
that are from rural areas, that are first generation college 
attendees, and that come from socioeconomically 
challenged backgrounds,” Harper said. “Not only are very 
few students from rural areas of Georgia applying to vet 
school, but there is also a very poor return of graduating 
veterinarians deciding to practice in rural areas, leaving 
those areas in great need of professionals.” 

Harper said veterinary school is more competitive than 
almost any other field. A lack of opportunities to fulfill 
all the vet school application requirements is one of 
the problems she seeks to solve by partnering with 
the diagnostic lab at UGA, one of only two vet labs in 
Georgia, to give students 135 supervised lab hours. 
This new opportunity is yielding great results for ABAC 
students.

Pumpkin celebrates 20 years 
as Beef Herd Matriarch
While the Golden Stallion may be the iconic symbol most 
associated with ABAC, the beloved four-legged bovine 
that many students have grown to love celebrated a 
milestone birthday this year. 

ABAC’s students, faculty, and staff were joined by alumni 
and other community partners at the college’s Beef Unit 
to celebrate the 20th birthday of Pumpkin, the reddish-
orange Braford cow that is the matriarch of the herd. 

“Pumpkin has played an important role in not only the 
operation of our beef herd, but most importantly, to 
student hands-on learning,” said Dr. Mark Kistler, Dean 
of ABAC’s School of Agriculture and Natural Resources. 
“It’s quite an achievement for a cow to reach 20 years 
old. The productive life for a beef cow is 8-10 years. 
Pumpkin has been productive for the majority of her 
mature life.” 

As part of the ceremony, ABAC Alumni Association 
board member Kaytlyn Cobb announced the creation 
of the first “Spirit of ABAC Award,” given to a recipient 
that embodies the qualities that make the school 
special. Pumpkin was presented a personalized award 
as the first recipient. Dr. Mary Ellen Hicks, Professor of 
Animal Science, and Doug Hicks, the ABAC Beef Herd 
Manager, accepted the award on Pumpkin’s behalf. Also, 
Pumpkin’s “300” ear tag was officially retired. 

“I’m delighted to recognize an animal who is a great point 
of pride for all of us at ABAC,” said ABAC President Tracy 
Brundage. “She is truly the matriarch of the ABAC herd 
with 206 calves that trace back to her as daughters, 
granddaughters, or even great granddaughters.” 

Highlights of the 2022-2023 Year
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Thirty years after Brent Galloway, Class of 1993, worked 
with his college roommate to begin ABAC’s first Cattlemen’s 
Chapter, he remembers standing before the student 
organization as the State President of the Georgia 
Cattlemen’s Association. “Now that was a special moment in 
time.”

Growing up in Covington, Georgia, on a farrow-to-finish hog 
operation, Galloway knew the agricultural life first-hand and 
was active in 4-H and FFA showing pigs and cows from fifth 
grade through college. 

When it came time to choose a college, ABAC was the 
natural choice. “FFA really steered me into agriculture as a 
college choice,” he said. “My older brother, Harry, went to 
ABAC as did other FFA friends who were older than me. It 
was just a good fit all around.”

Galloway felt right at home at ABAC, getting involved in the 
Agricultural Engineering Technology (AET) Club and serving 
as President of Collegiate FFA. He credits his friend and 
roommate, Cliff Bowden, with the idea to begin a Cattlemen’s 
Chapter on the campus. “Cliff came up to me one day and 
said, ‘We need to start a Cattlemen’s 
Club at ABAC.’ I said let’s do it, and we 
met with President Harold Loyd who 
gave us his blessing.”

While at ABAC, Galloway also had 
the honor of serving as the FFA State 
Vice President from 1989 to 1990 
and was a member of the Rodeo Club. 
Some of his more interesting ABAC 
experiences include participating in the rodeo on campus 
in bull riding and team roping. He even won a bull riding 
competition in those days, staying on for eight seconds and 
winning the prize of $163.

ABAC Animal Science Professor Dr. Mary Ellen Hicks – who 
he calls “Doc” – had a tremendous impact on his life when it 
came to his career choice. 

“When I started at ABAC, I wanted to be an ag teacher. I took 
one of Doc’s classes in animal science and knew that was 
for me,” said Galloway. “Later when she was my advisor, she 
said if you go one more quarter, you can graduate with two 
associate degrees. So, I did – animal husbandry and animal 
science. We just clicked, and she taught me so much.”

After his first job with a cattle buyer in the Southeast 
and attending the Graham Cattle Management School in 
Kansas, Galloway and his new bride, Beth, set off for a new 
opportunity in Terry, Montana with Thoeny Angus. The 
Galloways stayed for a year and felt the calling to return to 
their roots in Georgia.

“I started looking after cows for locals,” Galloway said. 
“We slowly worked to build our own operation through the 
support of people in our community who rented land and 
leased or financed equipment for us. We eventually grew 

to 250 head and we were checking another 200 head for 
others. I was farming full-time, between the cattle and the 
row crops. Plus, I was helping run the Mid-Georgia Livestock 
Sale Barn.”
For 25 years, this was all that Galloway knew. Then a new and 
very unique opportunity came his way. Galloway became the 
State Farm and Livestock Advisor of Georgia Correctional 
Industries (GCI) under the umbrella of Georgia’s Department 
of Corrections. 

His scope of work includes supervising six managers at the 
eight farm locations across the state with 250 dairy cattle, 
120,000 laying hens, and 2,000 beef cattle as well as crops 
such as potatoes, carrots, kale, collards, squash and much 
more. This farming operation for the Georgia Department 
of Corrections has reduced the organization’s meal cost to 
$2.10 per inmate per day. 

“I am proud of what we do. We provide an ag service – from 
the gate to the plate. We grow it, process it, and package it in 
a cost-effective way,” said Galloway. “I am always an advocate 
for agriculture, and this is another avenue to advocate for 
agriculture. Today’s population, even in Georgia, is so far 

removed from agriculture as a 
society. Only about 10% of the 
prison population I deal with has 
ever had any experience with a 
farm. Through their work on our 
farms, they soak up knowledge 
about the agriculture process 
and become more educated 
consumers of ag.”

Uprooting everything the Galloway family knew has provided 
its share of challenges. When he accepted the job in Lyons, 
his family was still in Monticello running the farm. Ultimately, 
the Galloways decided to completely move their farming 
operation to Southeast Georgia. 

It proved to be a good move for the family. Beth is now an 
ag teacher at Toombs County Middle School and often has 
ABAC student teachers in the ag education program in her 
classroom. Galloway continues to manage his own 200-acre 
farm in Toombs County with 100 brood cows as well as hay.

Just like their parents, the Galloway children have a strong 
work ethic and have begun their own careers. Wyatt 
graduated from the US Naval Academy and was selected for 
the Marine Corps, now serving as a first lieutenant stationed 
in Japan. Cheyenne graduated from Emory University and is 
a NICU nurse with Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta while also 
working as a NICU travel nurse.

In 2020, Galloway was recognized by his alma mater with the 
J. Lamar Branch Award for outstanding leadership in the field 
of agriculture. “I was blown away to receive the ABAC award,” 
he said. “I’ve never seen myself as an outstanding alumni as 
there are many who I would feel are more deserving but I was 
very honored.”

Alumni Spotlight
Brent Galloway

“It was home. I never felt 
out of place. I knew I 
belonged at ABAC.”
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Galloway invests in his community by serving in 
the Newton County Farm Bureau, the Georgia 
Cattleman’s Association, and the Georgia Beef 
Board as well as other local organizations. Being 
active in the agricultural industry is a priority to 
Galloway. 

“When I went home and started farming, I knew 
that I had to get outside of my own fence rows 
to know what was going on in the ag industry, 
to understand how I could be a voice to those 
making decisions that impacted my livelihood. 
Organizations like Georgia Farm Bureau and 
Georgia Cattlemen provided the support and 
helped me learn, advocate and educate people,” he 
said. 

“I tell people you cannot afford not to be involved 
in the industry. If you stay home, you do not have 
a voice, and you are at the mercy of those making 
uninformed decisions.”

Galloway is proud of ABAC’s connection to the 
agricultural industry he loves. “I loved my ABAC 
days,” he said. “I have been married for 30 years 
and working my entire life, but I can remember my 
ABAC days better than any other time in my life. 
I remember everything we did. I was with people 
who were like me with the same interests and 
often the same kind of truck.”

Whitnie Yoder Crowned 
2023 Florida Cattlemen’ s Association Sweetheart

An ABAC junior will be doing double duty 
as a college student and an ambassador 
for the Florida beef industry. Whitnie 
Yoder from Jackson County, Florida, was 
selected as the 2023 FCA Sweetheart 
at the Florida Cattlemen’s Association 
Annual Convention and Allied Trade Show 
in June.

“I am honored to represent the industry 
that has made me who I am today. Some 
of the finest people I know are connected 
to the Florida Cattlemen’s Association, 
and it brings me no greater joy than to 
serve alongside them, advocating for 
Florida beef. In the next few months, I 
hope to grow the FCA Sweetheart social 
media presence to reach and educate 
consumers and producers alike in this 
way,” Yoder said. 

The Florida Cattlemen’s Sweetheart 
Contest was established to build 
favorable publicity for the Florida 
Cattlemen’s Association, Florida Beef 
Council, and the Florida CattleWomen. 
During her year, the sweetheart will 
promote and educate consumers about 
beef and the Florida beef industry. She 
is selected based on knowledge of the 
beef industry, communication skills, 
personality, poise, and appearance.

Yoder said that as much as she loves her 
home state, she chose to cross state 
lines and call herself an ABAC Stallion. 
“I have heard nothing but excellent 
recommendations of the school,” she 
said. “I’ve listened to countless personal 
testimonies of the integrity of professors 
and thoroughness of the classes. 
Iam so excited to study agricultural 
communication in Tifton, and one day be 
a proud alumni.” 
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Building Connections
President Brundage has been on the go during her first year at ABAC. She has enjoyed meeting 
with ABAC alumni, friends, corporate partners, elected officials, and more both on and off 
campus. You can view the full gallery from her visits at link.abac.edu/connections. 

A. Georgia Governor Brian Kemp along with 
     First Lady Marty Kemp
B. Sonny Perdue, chancellor of the University  
     System of Georgia
C. Dale Sandlin, executive vice president of the 
     Georgia Cattlemen’s Association
D. Jim Langdale, president of the Langdale 
     Company
E. Chip Blalock, executive director, and Cody  
     Mitchell, farm manager of the 
     Sunbelt Ag Expo

F. Bennie Branch, president of Kelley 
     Manufacturing Corporation 
G. Beth Deloach Meeks of Georgia Grown
H. Tyler Harper, agriculture commissioner for 
     the State of Georgia
I. Assistant executive director, Joy Crosby, and     
     executive director, Don Koehler, of the   
     Georgia Peanut Commission
J. Tom McCall, president of Georgia Farm 
     Bureau
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“There were a number of reasons I chose to start my college 
career at ABAC,” said Agriculture Commissioner Tyler Harper, 
Class of 2008. “Growing up on the family farm and with my 
background and passion for agriculture, I knew I wanted to 
pursue a degree that would further my ag education, and ABAC 
was the obvious choice as one of the premier agricultural 
colleges in the state.”

When asked about his fondest memories at ABAC, he says 
“There are too many great memories from my time at ABAC 
to count, but there are definitely a few that still standout. First 
and foremost, the lifelong friends that I made at ABAC and 
the times we had together are some of my favorites. While 
we’ve all taken different paths and made different career 
choices, we still keep up with each other, and it’s exciting and 
rewarding to see how much we’ve all grown both personally 
and professionally. I also fondly remember taking part in many 
of the ABAC traditions: the rodeos, the truck and tractor pull, 
and my personal favorite – the mud bog.”

Harper received his associate degree in agriculture from 
ABAC, he then went on to complete his bachelor’s degree in 
agricultural engineering from the University of Georgia. Taking 
an active role in his community, he has served on various 
boards, committees, and as a State Senator before being 
elected as the 17th Agriculture Commissioner of Georgia. 

In speaking of his time at ABAC, he recalls being a part of 
groups like Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society, Collegiate FFA, 
Baptist Student Union, and the Agricultural Engineering 
Technology Club (AET). He said he always knew he wanted 
to serve the public in some capacity but didn’t know the 
opportunity would present itself so quickly after graduation.
 
“In the spring of 2012, I vividly remember getting an early 
morning phone call from my State Representative Jay Roberts, 
who was in Atlanta for the legislative session. Jay was a 
longtime friend and mentor, but it was rare for him to call 
that early in the morning, especially during session. He said 
“Tyler, Greg (our State Senator at the time) isn’t running for 
re-election. You need to run for the State Senate, and I need an 
answer by lunch.”

“My first thought was that there is no way people are going 
to vote for a 25-year-old kid to represent them in the State 
Senate. After a long morning on the phone asking for advice, I 
decided to put my apprehension to the side and jumped in with 
both feet. We campaigned hard and won that race and then 
won four more after that. It was an honor to serve the people of 
the 7th Senate District, and I’m proud of the work we did to help 
make Georgia the best state in the nation to live, work, worship, 
and raise a family.”

Now as Ag Commissioner, his priorities lie in telling the story of 
Georgia agriculture, investing in the next generation through 
education and technology, and building on the success of 
the Georgia Grown Program. He’s already accomplished a 
great deal in just a few short months. Some of the things he’s 
been able to cross off his list include restoring GDA’s Law 
Enforcement Division that had been disbanded in 2013, the 
passing of the Farmland Conservation Fund that will play a 
critical role in helping farmers protect their operations for 
generations to come, and delivering relief to Georgia peach 
producers after untimely freezes that took place in March, 
causing significant damage to our peach crop.  

Along with this important role, Harper is also a farmer and 
small business owner. What started as a boy playing with toy 
tractors, hoping for the chance to drive the real thing, he said, 
“I remember how excited I was when my granddad taught me 
how to drive on his Massey Ferguson 135 and immediately put 
me to work plowing the garden. Now, I’m humbled and proud to 
be the 7th generation on my family farm.”

Some may be surprised to know that Commissioner Harper 
plays and sings at his church every Sunday morning when he is 
home. He began taking piano lessons when he was five years 
old and later taught himself how to play guitar. He says playing 
at church on Sundays is “a highlight of my week, and I don’t plan 
on stopping anytime soon.” 

A lifetime member of the ABAC Alumni Association, Harper 
was recently voted on to the ABAC Foundation Board of 
Trustees and will serve a four-year term. He also received the 
Outstanding Young Alumnus award in 2015.

Alumni Spotlight
Tyler Harper, Agriculture Commissioner of Georgia
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It all began with a five-dollar bill.

That small sum combined with boundless determination 
shaped the lives of two of ABAC’s alumni – Jane Grogan 
Gibbs, Class of 1952, and Dr. Wanda Grogan, Class 
of 1962 – on a journey as successful educators and 
community leaders, touching the lives of countless 
students across the state of Georgia.

JANE GROGAN GIBBS

“Loretta Lynn, as the coal miner’s daughter, had nothing 
on me. I was the eleventh child of a sharecropper, and I 
was born during the depression. 
I was reared by parents who had 
very little education and very little 
money,” said Gibbs. “In today’s 
world, I would have been labeled 
one of the ‘at risk’ children, but back 
in the 1930s no one told me that I 
couldn’t survive and succeed.”

As she approached graduation from 
Sale City High School, Gibbs had 
a dream of going to college. She 
would rush to the post office each 
day to see if she had received any 
brochures from the colleges she 
had written. 

Having received five dollars as a 
gift when she graduated from high 
school, Gibbs tucked this precious 
money in her pocket and packed 
her suitcase on Sunday, June 11, 
1950. She called a neighbor who had family in Tifton and 
asked if she could catch a ride with him and be dropped 
off at ABAC. 

However, when the neighbor left her at the campus, 
it was quiet and the dorms were empty. The ABAC 
Comptroller lived in Lewis Hall with his family, and Gibbs 
knocked on his door. After learning of her situation, he 
found a room in Lewis Hall for her to spend the night 
and told her to knock on the wall during the night if she 
needed him. The Comptroller, Mr. William Dewberry, 
took Gibbs to get registered for classes the next day but 
paused when he discovered she didn’t have the funds to 
pay for her tuition, just the five-dollar bill in her pocket.

“A man came to the window and took a look at me. Then 
he said, ‘Sign her up, and I will find her a job.’ That man 
was Mr. Pete Donaldson, President of ABAC,” said Gibbs. 
Never one to be afraid of hard work, she had five jobs at 
one time including sitting with Mr. Pete’s wife, Mrs. Holly, 
as well as working at the ABAC farm and canning plant, 
library, and dining hall. She truly “worked her way through 

college.” Mr. Pete had a tremendous impact on her life 
and made sure she had the opportunity to attend ABAC. 
He was often concerned with how much she was working 
as he wanted to be sure she focused on her academic 
coursework. However, Mr. Pete was also her greatest 
cheerleader in other parts of her life. 

Gibbs was also actively involved on campus including the 
Women’s Basketball Team, 4-H Club, Student Cabinet, 
Baptist Student Union, Home Economics Club, and the 
TABAC Yearbook Staff. “I was in just about every club and 
was in the top three in seven categories for superlatives,” 
said Gibbs. 

Gibbs also found her soulmate 
at ABAC. She first met him in 
the Dining Hall. “Randolph told 
everyone that he fell in love with 
me that day,” she said. “When we 
started dating, there was a break 
every day at 10 between classes. 
We started meeting at the Log 
Cabin, and he was always ready 
for me at one of the tables with an 
Orange Crush and cheese crackers. 
It was years later when he finally 
learned that I didn’t like either of 
them.”

Mr. Pete came to the rescue once 
again when it was time for the fall 
dance. “I didn’t have a formal dress 
for the dance,” said Gibbs. “Mr. Pete 
heard about it, sent me to the Big 
Store in downtown Tifton, and told 

me to find a dress for the dance. I found a beautiful aqua 
dress that was marked down. Randolph also gave me an 
orchid, and I had never seen an orchid before.” 

After graduating from ABAC with many wonderful 
memories, Gibbs went on to earn her bachelor’s degree 
in home economics from Georgia State College for 
Women. Her first two jobs after college were teaching 
home economics at Cook County High School followed 
by working with the Colquitt County Extension office in 
Moultrie with 4-H and home demonstration clubs. 

Teaching was definitely her true calling and soon she was 
back in the classroom. She taught for 36 years including 
28 years at Colquitt County High School (CCHS). When 
there were two Mrs. Gibbs in her department in the 
1980s at CCHS, a student told her she would begin 
calling her “Mama Jane,” a name she is still affectionately 
known by today.

“I am only one in a long line of former students,” said Dr. 
Deidre Martin, Chief Advancement Officer at ABAC. “Mrs. 

A Tale of Two Sisters

11

Wanda Grogan and Jane Grogan Gibbs 
grew up close.
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Gibbs had a profound impact on my life as she did on the 
lives of many others including my sister Denise. All who 
walked into her classroom were blessed to have her in 
their lives.”

Her college sweetheart, Randolph Gibbs, was an 
agriculture teacher, and the couple had two children, 
two grandchildren, and three great grandchildren. Their 
lives were filled with family, church and community 
involvement, and a love for Georgia Bulldogs football. 
While it was hard to lose Randolph in 2014, recent times 
have been made better by sharing life with her sister, Dr. 
Wanda Grogan.

The two sisters share a love for ABAC and a love for 
teaching, though with slightly different styles. “I have 
always been a busy person,” said Gibbs. “My mother 
said that I never walked but that I started running at nine 
months of age. She always said Wanda was the ‘good’ 
child of the two of us.” Grogan’s bright and sunny smile 
and cheery demeanor are still evident today.

DR. WANDA GROGAN

Though there was 10 years difference between the two 
sisters, Grogan’s time at ABAC had some similarities. 
She said that she also worked in the ABAC Dining Hall, 
was interested in Home Economics, and “was involved in 
everything.” 

Grogan also has sweet memories of ABAC’s former 
president Pete Donaldson. “Mr. Pete took such a personal 
interest in all of us,” she said. “I thought nothing of having 
him come by to talk with us and ask about our lives. It 
was just an everyday kind of thing with him.”

“I knew right away that ABAC was for me,” said Grogan. 
“I thought it was the only school in Georgia I should 
consider. We didn’t have cars on campus so there was no 
going home. We wrote letters home but we became each 
other’s family. I remember being happy all of the time 
and making wonderful friends.” Grogan was very active 
in campus life including the Student Cabinet, Baptist 
Student Union, 4-H Club, Home Economics Club, and 
Young Women’s Auxiliary. 

After ABAC, she also followed in Gibbs’ footsteps 
to attend Georgia State College for Women for her 
bachelor’s degree. She went on to earn her Ph.D. in Home 
Economics Education from Iowa State University, a point 
of great pride to both sisters.

Her career included many years of service to the Georgia 
Center for Continuing Education at the University of 
Georgia (UGA) as the Family and Consumer Science 
(FACS) Program Specialist. She also became the 
first Alumni Director for the UGA FACS program and 
the Alumni Association was established under her 
leadership.  

Her home in Athens has a wall lined with awards and 
accolades for her achievements, including Outstanding 
Adult Educator in Georgia from the Georgia Adult 
Education Association, Woman of the Year from the 
Pilot Club of Athens, the Creswell Award from the Family 
and Consumer Sciences Alumni Association, Honorary 
Life Membership from the Georgia School Food Service 
Association, Honorary State Homemaker Degree from 
the Georgia Association of the Future Homemakers of 
America, the Walter Barnard Hill Award for Distinguished 
Achievement in Service (1992) and as a Distinguished 
Service Fellow (1993) at UGA, and a Proclamation from 
Georgia Governor Zell Miller honoring her 23 years of 
distinguished service at UGA.

Strength and resilience mark the life and career of 
Grogan. In 1994, she experienced an unusual headache. 
After working nearly a full week, her doctors discovered 
a problem which eventually led to a stroke. Gibbs fondly 
remembers her husband Randolph driving through 
the night to be sure he was there for Grogan when she 
went into the hospital. “He loved Wanda and was like a 

Jane and Randolph at her first ABAC dance. 
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father to her,” she said. The number of 
friends and supporters reaching out 
during this challenging time grew so 
much that the hospital had to put up a 
sign stating only one visitor at a time. 

Grogan was well loved throughout 
her career at UGA, and her retirement 
party had a room full of people to 
thank her for her many contributions. 
She even received the “Outstanding 
Georgia Citizen” recognition for 
service to Georgians from Georgia 
Secretary of State Max Cleland 
in 1995 which reads: “May this 
outstanding citizen be afforded every 
courtesy as a Goodwill Ambassador 
from Georgia in his/her travels to other 
states, to nations beyond the borders 
of the United States of America, or 
wherever this person may hereafter 
travel or reside.”

Dr. Darby Sewell, an ABAC alumnae  
of Colquitt County said, “Dr. Grogan 
is the epitome of grace and resilience 
under adversity and challenge. Even 
though her career was cut short due to 
a health challenge, she has continued 
to give to others and teach them from 
her own experiences. She represents 
the heart of home economics/family 
and consumer sciences.” 

Both sisters have received numerous accolades 
throughout their careers from recognition in their 
professions and in their communities to being recognized 
by ABAC as outstanding alumni. Grogan received the 
highest alumni recognition with the Distinguished Alumni 
Award in 1985. Gibbs received the Master Homemaker 
Award in 1980 and the Outstanding Educator Award in 
1995. Both have been active alumni through the years 
and hold the status of Emeritus Members of the ABAC 
Alumni Association Board of Directors and are members 
of the ABAC President’s Club.
 
From that five-dollar bill that brought Gibbs to ABAC, the 
investment has paid off in many ways. Today, both Gibbs 
and Grogan proudly have created endowed scholarships 
at ABAC to benefit future generations of college 
students attending the institution they love.

Gibbs created the Jane Grogan and Randolph Gibbs 
Endowed Scholarship at ABAC to provide scholarships 
for students from Colquitt or Worth County who were 
actively involved in Future Farmers of America (FFA) or 
the Family Career and Community Leaders of America 
(FCCLA) in high school. 

Grogan created the Dr. Wanda Grogan Endowed 
Scholarship at ABAC to provide scholarships for 
students from Colquitt or Worth County who were 
actively involved in FCCLA in high school. She also 
created the Wanda J. Grogan Professional Development 
Academic Support Fund Endowment at the University 
of Georgia for students in the College of Family and 
Consumer Sciences.

“I told someone the other day, you are looking at two 
girls who came from absolutely nothing,” said Gibbs. 
“Both were determined to get a college degree and 
make something of themselves. Two girls who graduated 
from college not owing a penny but working their ways 
through. Two girls who had great careers and touched 
the lives of so many students. And two girls who now 
have funded endowments at their alma mater. Wanda 
and I both have always felt a strong commitment to our 
communities. We have had successful lives because of 
ABAC and giving back comes naturally.” 

Join these sisters by creating an endowment 
at ABAC. Contact Deidre Martin at 

dmartin@abac.edu or 229-391-4907 
for more information.
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PlantTel Museum Exhibit at at the 
Georgia Museum of Agriculture

A stunning and unique collection of over 538 artifacts, 
including antique telephones of every variety imaginable, 
forms the heart of a new exhibit at Abraham Baldwin 
Agricultural College’s Georgia Museum of Agriculture. 

A grand opening took place during ABAC’s 2023 
Homecoming weekend and included guided tours of the 
exhibit, a “cord cutting,” and a reception.

The collection was donated in early 2022 by Danny and 
Beverly Sterling of Plant Telephone Company to the ABAC 
Foundation. 

“The ABAC Foundation is delighted to accept the donation 
of this wonderful collection of telephones from the Sterling 
family,” said Dr. Deidre Martin, ABAC’s Chief Advancement 
Officer. “Spanning almost an entire century, this collection is 
truly a treasure. The collection’s new home in a permanent 
exhibit at ABAC’s Georgia Museum of Agriculture ensures it 
can be enjoyed and appreciated by many for years and years 
to come.” 

According to ABAC’s museum curator Polly Huff, curatorial 
staff at the museum spent the rest of 2022 obtaining the 
large collection, re-designing the exhibit, writing copy for 
the exhibit’s interpretation, and carefully installing each one 
of the 500 telephones. The PlantTel Museum Exhibit will 
be permanently housed in the same building as the village 
printshop in the historic village. The space was refurbished 
by the Sterling family and designed to be reminiscent of the 
original PlantTel Phone Museum at the company’s Tifton 
headquarters. 

“The collection represents the historic evolution of 
communications beginning with a model of Alexander 
Graham Bell’s 1876 telephone, and chronicling the next 
hundred years of improvements of one of the most important 
communication devices of our lifetime,“ said Huff. 

Curatorial interns, Logan Grubbs and Juliann Dyer, spent 
two consecutive semesters working on the collection and 
assisted the GMA team of Huff and Artifact Restoration 
Specialist David King in many of the tasks associated with the 
cataloging and installation of this new exhibit. 

The Sterlings’ daughter Ginger and her husband David Nelson 
were instrumental in assisting with the physical transition 
of the collection, and in providing rare family artifacts and 
archives which aided in completing the exhibition. 

The five-generation story of the Plant Telephone Company 
began in 1895 in the rural farming community of Doles, when 
Ben Gleaton connected a magneto telephone from his home 
and commissary to the farm home of his wife Lula’s parents. 
Neighboring farmers soon heard of the device and wanted a 
telephone of their own. A Western Electric switchboard was 
installed in the commissary where it was operated for daytime 
service. Gleaton was on to something, and the expansion 
of the telephone followed the development of many small 
independent telephone companies in isolated rural America.

In 1919, Henry Perry Gleaton moved to Warwick and soon 
purchased the inoperative Warwick Telephone Company with 
one switchboard, 23 telephones and the poles and wire. 
The Warwick exchange grew rapidly, and Warwick became 

The Sterlings family includes: David Nelson, Angela Ringenberg, Beverly and Danny Sterling, and Ginger and Francis Nelson. 



the first Georgia telephone exchange to have automatic 
dialing with less than 100 lines. In 1937, the Gleatons 
reacquired the Doles exchange with service to Isabella, near 
what is now Sylvester.  In 1946, James Perry Gleaton inherited 
the growing telephone company from his father. J.P. had 
moved his family, wife Allene, and three daughters (Betty 
Chloe, Beverly, and Barbara) to Tifton as he was employed by 
Southern Bell to learn the telephone business as a lineman. 

The Omega Telephone Company was acquired in 1946 and 
the name was changed to Plant Telephone Company. At 
the time, Omega was known as the “Starter Plant Capital 
of the World,” and the company was incorporated in 1948. 
The Lenox exchange was acquired in 1949 and the company 
offered long-distance calls through Southern Bell Trunk lines 
in Tifton.

In 1950, J.P. Gleaton purchased the Pearson and Willacoochee 
telephone exchanges for $1 and the assumption of notes. 
Plant Telephone and Power Company Inc. was formed in 1951 
to include the Warwick power dam and to expand the Pearson 
and Willacoochee exchanges. The Pinehurst exchange was 
purchased in 1954; the facilities were in such disrepair that a 
note on the door read, “Office Closed, Key is in the River.”  
The company continued to expand its service in each 
exchange and began converting all systems to rotary dial 
service. 

In 1956, Mr. Gleaton purchased the Soperton exchange in 
central Georgia, which is the largest exchange in the company. 
During this time, the company was headquartered in Tifton 
on Highway 41 in several buildings. In 1966, Beverly Gleaton 
married Danny Sterling and they continued the tradition of 
working at the family business. In 1978, J.P. Gleaton passed 
away, leaving a legacy of telephone expansion and modern 
technology to rural communities.

Under the leadership of Danny Sterling, Plant Telephone 
continued to grow while upgrading to the newest telephone 
technology, including electronic switches that provided 
the highest quality service and features. In 1983, Plant 
opened its new headquarters on Highway 82 West. Services 
were expanded to offer business phone systems, security 
systems, and internet service. As the demand for internet 
access increased, PlantTel built a fiber optic network to rural 
customers across South Georgia. 

In 2009, CityNet was purchased from the City of Tifton, 
allowing PlantTel to provide telephone, internet, and television 
to customers in Tift County. Over the years, the Sterlings 
received numerous awards for business leadership and 
contributions to South Georgia communities. 

The Georgia Museum of Agriculture is a great place to visit! Learn more at gma.abac.edu.
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Rick and Sandy Bostelman are outstanding alumni of ABAC 
who serve as role models for all of us. Their consistent 
and active involvement with their Alma Mater for more 
than 50 years is inspiring. They operate as a team in every 
aspect of their lives so it is appropriate for them to share 
this honor as a couple. They met and fell in love at ABAC. 
Graduating in 1966, Rick in animal science and Sandy in 
home economics, they have served in their professions and 
community as dedicated citizens. Rick was the owner of 
Paulk Funeral Home for nearly 30 years, and Sandy served 
in many classroom and leadership positions during her 
more than 40 years in the Ben Hill County School System. 
Actively involved in their community, they participate in a 
range of civic and charitable endeavors from their church 

to Rotary. Their generosity to ABAC includes endowments 
for scholarships as well as engagement opportunities 
such as study abroad experiences and undergraduate 
research. Known as “Honey” and “Papa,” the couple is often 
on campus for alumni activities, enjoying Fried Chicken 
Thursdays in the dining hall, meeting scholarship recipients, 
and even witnessing the May 2021 graduation of their 
beloved grandson Will. In 2022, they received one of ABAC’s 
highest honors as the recipients of the Distinguished Alumni 
Award. As one nominator wrote: “You meet very few people 
and think – wouldn’t the world be a better place if there 
were more people like them?” The world and ABAC are 
definitely better places because of the love, generosity, and 
dedication of Rick and Sandy Bostelman.

USG Regents 2023 Hall of Fame Distinguished 
Alumni Award Presented to the Bostelmans

President Tracy Brundage with Sandy & Rick.

Rick & Sandy - Class of 1966
On hand for the award presentation was the USG Chancellor 

Sonny Perdue, Governor Brian Kemp and his wife Marty. 

The Bostelman family includes grandson Will (class of 2021) 
and son Blaine. 



From Our Foundation Chair
Jaclyn Ford
A new school year represents a new beginning for so many.  As the 2023-
2024 school year begins at ABAC, it is my honor to begin my tenure as the 
President of the ABAC Foundation. It’s an exciting time to welcome new 
students and welcome back returning students to this great institution. 
ABAC is a special place. Coming from rural south Georgia, I’m very aware of 
how vital ABAC is to our area.

The numbers prove that many of the students who are educated at ABAC 
return to their rural communities all over our state and neighboring states.  
This is important to me, and it’s important to ABAC.  Our children are our 
largest asset and are the future of our country.  Rural America needs to keep 

her children.  ABAC provides that affordable, safe, community-driven atmosphere where our young people can be 
well educated while transitioning into adulthood.

This will be the second school year under the leadership of Dr. Brundage. Our new president made great progress in 
her first year and continues to implement her plans to deliver us into the future.  She worked hard to deliver on her 
promise to revive the ABAC basketball program and to expand all of our athletic teams to be four-year programs.  We 
anticipate great things from her commitment to workforce development, ensuring that ABAC students may continue 
to be ready to go out into their communities to accomplish success in their chosen career fields.  

In this Donor Impact Report, we look back on the previous year with the utmost appreciation for you, our donors, 
and the community you have shown to ABAC. With your support, ABAC is sure to continue on its successful path of 
offering a great, affordable education to our young people.  The ABAC Foundation’s total assets have grown from 
$34 to $43 million over the past five years. Please join me in making your own investment in ABAC’s future in the 
years to come.

Jaclyn Dixon Ford has served on the ABAC Foundation 
Board of Trustees since 2015 as a key member of 
the Finance and Investment Committee and is the 
incoming Chair. She attended ABAC before going on 
to the University of Georgia and her son J. Manry was 
also a dual enrollment student at ABAC. Her father, 
Steve Dixon,  was the recipient of the 2023 Master 
Agriculturalist Award from the ABAC Alumni Association.  

She is the Vice-President and Chief Operating Officer of 
Dixon Gin Co., Inc. and serves as the company director 
of Commodities Marketing. She is involved in production 
agriculture with her family in Berrien County where they 
grow cotton, peanuts, corn, cattle, and pecans.  

Mrs. Ford was appointed by Governor Kemp in 2019 to 
serve on the Georgia Economic Development Board.  She 
was formerly appointed by the United States Secretary 
of Agriculture to the Georgia Farm Service Agency State 
Committee, serving from 2011-2017.  Mrs. Ford serves 
on the regional advisory board for Synovus, the Georgia 
Agribusiness Council Board, The Georgia Farm Bureau 
Commodities Committee for Cotton, the South Georgia 
Medical Center – Berrien Campus Authority, Delegate 
for the National Cotton Council, and the 2019 Emerging 
Leaders Class of the National Cotton Council.  

Mrs. Ford has a bachelor of science degree in agriculture 
from the University of Georgia and is a 2018 graduate of 
Leadership Georgia. She and her husband, Jake, have two 
children and reside in Alapaha, Georgia.

Jaclyn and Jake Ford with their children,  J. Manry 
and Mabry17



Alumni Spotlight
Kristoff Cohran
The term “Swiss Army knife” is a metaphor for usefulness and 
adaptability. Those who need to be ready for anything take one 
with them everywhere.

Throughout his life, ABAC alumnus Kristoff Cohran, Class of 
2015, has been on an adventure that always seemed to require 
him to adapt, and he always found a way to give back and be 
useful in every aspect of his life. 

Cohran was recognized for his contributions when he was 
named to Georgia Trend 40 Under 40 in 2021. As the Program 
Administrator for the Georgia South Psychiatry Residence 
Program at Colquitt Regional Medical Center (CRMC), he is 
described in the magazine article as: “A student who dropped 

out of public speaking class who became a public speaker. A 
person uninterested in healthcare who became a psychiatry 
residency program coordinator. A boy who lost his dad early in 
life who became a father figure to many. That’s Kristoff Cohran, 
and the common motivator is his strong passion for helping 
others and a belief that his life’s purpose is to be a catalyst for a 
better, brighter tomorrow.”

Growing up in Thomasville, Georgia, Cohran came to ABAC for 
a campus tour with a friend. “From the moment I first walked on 
campus and began meeting the people of ABAC, I knew it was 
the place for me. And it was the only college campus I visited, 
even though I was accepted into other colleges,” he said.

A business and economic development major, he was involved 
in the Brother to Brother mentor program and as a leader in 
Stafford Hall as part of the Stafford School of Business, in 
addition to hosting two radio talk shows during his college days. 

Cohran credits several individuals with being role models in 
shaping his life. “ABAC President David Bridges definitely 
influenced my life,” he said. “And Dill and Susan Driscoll had 
a tremendous impact on my life. I was going to transfer at 
the end of my sophomore year, but they believed in me in a 
way that I just couldn’t leave behind. They would tell me that I 
was thinking too small about what I could do and what I could 
accomplish.” He added that the Driscolls, former Co-Deans 
of the Stafford School of Business continue to be friends and 
support his work today.

In addition to his business classes, Cohran had a passion for 
music. “I was involved in so many aspects of ABAC’s music 
program from the Jazz Band to being the principal chair for 
trumpet in the Concert Band that people thought I was a music 
major,” he said with a smile.

Prof. Don Coates was another one of those mentors who 
positively impacted Cohran. “He instilled the importance of 
hard work, resilience, and a leave it all on the table kind of 
attitude in me. He taught me to be very focused as I worked to 
accomplish my goals.”

Cohran’s interest in giving back and helping others began to 
grow during his time at ABAC. “I always knew I wanted to do 
community-oriented work but I didn’t know what it looked 
like. In 2013 at ABAC, my friend Caleb and I started a men’s 
‘Real Talk’ group in his dorm room,” he said. “We would go 
from 9 p.m. to 1 or 2 in the morning, and called it unfiltered life 
conversations, with other guys.”

Following his graduation from ABAC, he began work as the 
Business Coordinator in the Stafford School of Business. His 
next career step would be revealed early on in his new job. “I 
met Jim Matney (Chief Executive Officer of CRMC) within the 
first month of taking my position at ABAC,” said Cohran. “He 
and his son John came for a tour of campus and the business 
school. He told me that he would love to have me work at 
CRMC one day.”

While Cohran’s wife Jessica did become a nurse at CRMC, he 
said that he kept busy at ABAC and didn’t think much more 
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about the conversation. “Then one day, Jim called and said he 
had a job open and it was mine if I wanted it. I took the position 
in August 2016 and learned a lot about leadership from Jim,” he 
said.

His work in administration at CRMC also opened the door to 
his most recent position as the Program Administrator for the 
Georgia South Psychiatry Residency Program, a program he 
has been part of building from the ground up.

He credits Jim Matney with the idea for the program. “Jim is a 
disrupter and an innovator. He realized there were no psychiatry 
residency programs in South Georgia and that the need was 
great. He said: Why don’t we train our own mental health 
professionals?”

Through his work with this new program, he came to realize 
that many young people need some form of therapeutic 
counseling and that there are many mental health disparities 
in rural areas especially in minority populations. With several 
significant grants, the program has grown and welcomed its 
second class of residents this summer.

Those late-night dorm room talks also came back full 
circle. Friends asked, “Can we do what we did at ABAC for 
our community?” That conversation was the beginning of 
Mission 3E, Inc., a minority-focused, transformative personal 
development experience of which he serves as Founder and 
CEO.

Cohran said, “We build critical thinkers who become the 
problem solvers, role models, and leaders within their 
communities. Our greatest aim is to help young people elevate 
in school, life, and career. Mission 3E offers character and 

leadership development programming designed to engage, 
enlighten, and empower young adults through financial literacy, 
promoting civic responsibility and community engagement. 
What’s most satisfying about my work is helping young adults 
create a life plan that is clear, concise, and attainable. Our goal 
is to make this world a better place, one person at a time.” 

From the first chapter at ABAC, Mission 3E now has two high 
school chapters in Turner and Irwin Counties and a middle 
school chapter in Turner County while having worked with 
college students at Valdosta State University, Georgia Southern 
University, Albany State University, and Howard University to 
name a few.

“Seeing the impact even a conversation has on someone else’s 
life. Someone who believes in them. You can see a spark or 
light in their eyes that wasn’t there before. Challenge them in a 
leadership capacity. See them do something they didn’t think 
they could do,” he said. 

Cohran and his wife have two children – Kristoff II (age 6) and 
Aliyah (age 5 going on 38). He said his most important job is 
being a father. “My children have taught me patience. Slowed 
me down and taught me to enjoy the moment – not to look at 
yesterday and not worry about tomorrow. Just be.”

As a new member of the ABAC Alumni Council, Cohran added: 
“I love ABAC. It changed my life. When I look back, all roads 
lead back to ABAC – the experiences, the relationships, and 
the connections I made. I would tell a prospective student that 
if you don’t have your life figured out, come to ABAC. It is the 
perfect place – large enough for you to spread your wings and 
fly and small enough to have people who care about you.”

Paul and Ann English Turf Business Management 
Endowment at ABAC

This new degree track is designed to provide an opportunity 
to ABAC students interested in pursuing a business focus with 
their turf or horticulture degree. 

The endowment honors the  life and work of two ABAC Alumni 
-- Paul English, Class of 1957, and Ann Brown English, Class of 
1958 -- and will also provide scholarship support.
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Alumni Association Award Winners
The ABAC Alumni Association recognizes outstanding alumni each year during Homecoming, and it is our distinct 
pleasure to showcase the accomplishments and contributions of these individuals. Alumni awards have been a 
tradition at ABAC since the Master Farmer award was first presented in 1955. Our 2023 class of award winners are 
representatives of many different generations of outstanding alumni.

Distinguished Alumnus Award - Dr. Mary Ellen (Dickens) Hicks
Dr. Hicks, a native of Tifton, graduated from ABAC in 1983 with an associate of science 
in Pre-Veterinary Medicine. She then ventured to the University of Georgia where she 
earned her bachelor of science in Pre-Veterinary Medicine and her Doctor of Veterinary 
Medicine. She began her ABAC teaching career in 1989 and has positively impacted 
students ever since! In addition to teaching, Dr. Hicks has been the advisor for the ABAC 
Cattlemen’s Association since 1991, an academic advisor for livestock-focused students, 
and the veterinarian for the ABAC beef teaching herd. She has received the Donaldson 
Award for Excellence in Student Engagement, Donaldson Award for Teaching Excellence, 
Donaldson Award for Excellence in Advising, and numerous other well-deserved awards. 

Master Agriculturalist Award - Steve Dixon
Dixon graduated from ABAC in 1979 with a degree in agribusiness. Along with his wife 
Rhonda, he started Dixon Farm Supply in 1985 and began buying peanuts in 1991. 
Then, along with their children, opened Dixon Gin Company in 2001. What started with 
a husband and wife team of two with 1,000 acres and a small farm supply business 
has evolved. Now the family has an 8,000-acre farming operation managed by their 
youngest son, Quentin, a growing farm center with a peanut buying point where they buy 
nearly 40,000 tons of peanuts managed by their son, Carl Mathis, and a cotton ginning 
operation managed by their daughter, Jaclyn Dixon. His family has received numerous 
awards including Berrien County Agribusiness of the Year, Friend of the Farmer Award, 
Berrien Farm Bureau Farm Family Award, and National Peanut Buying Point of the Year 
Award.

J. Lamar Branch Award for Outstanding Leadership in Agriculture -
Stan Hutchinson
Hutchinson graduated from ABAC in 1968 with an associate of science in agricultural 
engineering. He then received his bachelor of science in agricultural engineering from 
the University of Georgia. He served in technical service and management as the owner 
of a John Deere Agriculture dealership and in management of a Case IH equipment 
dealership. He currently acts as the President of Shepherd Care Inc, a 501(c)3 non-profit 
corporation, that cares for orphans and outreaches to widows in Nigeria. He has been 
awarded the high honor and status of “Chief” in the Eku Traditional Council in recognition 
of his work. Hutchinson has also been faithful in supporting his alma mater and is a 
member of the ABAC President’s Club. His first spouse, Shirley Colston Hutchinson, 
attended ABAC from 1967 to 1969. After her tragic death in 1999, he created the Shirley 
C. Hutchinson Memorial Scholarship Endowment. He and his wife, Dr. Marcia Bender 
Hutchinson, continue to support this scholarship.

Outstanding Educator Award - Dr. L.C. “Buster” Evans
Dr. Evans was a part of ABAC’s Class of 1976. He then earned his bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees from Valdosta State University and his doctoral degree from the University of 
Georgia. Buster serves as the Executive Director of the Teachers Retirement System 
of Georgia. As Executive Director, he oversees the operations of Georgia’s 90-billion-
dollar teacher pension system, serving more than half a million educators from public 
schools, colleges and universities, and other covered employers. Under his leadership, 
the organization has expanded technology-based service delivery processes, expanded 
its social media presence, completed a strategic plan leading to greater efficiencies, 
received the Governor’s Award for five consecutive years by leading all other state 
agencies in charitable giving. He is also a Lifetime Member of the Alumni Association, an 
active donor, and a member of the ABAC President’s Club. 
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Outstanding Business Leader Award - Chad Sumner
Sumner graduated from ABAC in 1989 with his associate’s degree in business 
administration and went on to earn a bachelor’s degree in finance from Georgia Southern 
University. During his time at ABAC, he played on the baseball team and was selected 
as an All-Conference Shortstop. He then attended Georgia Southern on a baseball 
scholarship. Prior to beginning his career, he played professional baseball with the St. 
Louis Cardinals for three years. For nearly 30 years, Chad has been the agent and owner 
of Chad Sumner State Farm Agency in Tifton, Georgia. In this role, he has achieved the 
coveted award for President’s Club status, as well as the Chairman’s Circle, which signifies 
his agency as being among the top five percent of all 19,500 State Farm agencies 
nationwide. He has achieved this honor ten times. In addition to financially supporting his 
alma mater and being a member of the ABAC Alumni Association, he has worked with 
other State Farm agencies to provide internships and other learning opportunities for 
ABAC students.

Outstanding Young Alumnus Award - Brittney (Gunter) Turner
Turner graduated from ABAC in 2016 with a bachelor of science in diversified agriculture. 
She is currently the Complex Human Resources Manager for Wayne-Sanderson Farms 
in Pendergrass, Georgia. In her free time, she is an active participant in the Georgia Farm 
Bureau, Georgia Young Farmers and Ranchers, ABAC Alumni Association, Georgia FFA 
Alumni, and her church. She has received several awards including the Larry D. Allen 
Leadership and Service Award from ABAC School of Agriculture and Natural Resources, 
Hall County Board of Education Agriculture Community Awareness Award, Agri-Life 
Council Wagon Wheel Award, American FFA degree, and more. 

Family Legacy Award - Dannie Hart Sparks Family
Dannie Hart Sparks and her husband Alton began a tradition in 1954 that built a family 
that believes in one thing above all else — education is the key to success. Since then, 
15 students across three generations have proudly studied at ABAC. Nearly every 
PhD, master’s, and bachelor’s degree in this large family began on ABAC’s campus, 
One daughter of Sparks, Tanya Sparks Murphy, and her children attended ABAC. 
Tanya’s husband, Ken Murphy, served as a part-time instructor at ABAC in the biology 
department. Kyle Murphy’s wife, Christie Vickers Murphy, a 2009 ABAC Nursing 
alumnus and successful RN in telemetry and pre-op, tragically passed away in 2013. The 
Sparks, Murphy, and Vickers families set up the Christie V. Murphy Nursing Scholarship 
Endowment in her honor which financially supports students in their ambitions to pursue 
a career in nursing. Beverly Sparks, another daughter of Dannie, majored in agriculture at 
ABAC, completed her bachelor’s and master’s degrees in agriculture at UGA and went on 
to earn her PhD at Louisiana State University. She worked in the field of agriculture for 31 
years as an Entomologist and Administrator at Texas A&M and UGA, including serving for 
seven years as the first-ever female director of UGA Extension.

Miles A. Drummond Rising Star Award - Alexandra Ikner
Ikner graduated from ABAC in 2019 with a bachelor of science in agricultural education 
and then earned her master of agricultural and environmental education from the 
University of Georgia. She is currently the Certification, Training, and Licensing Program 
Manager for the Structural Pest Division of the Georgia Department of Agriculture. She 
has contributed to the publishing of several magazines and manuals including “Honey 
Bee Control & Removal: A Georgia Pest Control Certification Manual,” Farmers and 
Consumers Market Bulletin, “Plan for the Certification of Pesticide Applicators in the 
State of Georgia” and more.

Honorary Alumnus Award - Wayne Jones
Jones joined the ABAC faculty in 1989 as a professor of music after receiving his 
bachelor of music from Shorter College, Master of Vocal Performance from Cincinnati 
Conservatory, and doctoral work at the University of Georgia. Jones served as Director of 
Choral and Vocal Music for ABAC for 15 years before becoming Director of the ABAC Arts 
Connection. In addition to bringing world-renowned performing artists to our campus and 
community, he was also responsible for leading “An Evening for ABAC” which raised over 
$800,000 during his tenure. He is also a member of the ABAC President’s Club and has 
donated to the ABAC Foundation for 32 consecutive years. 
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The Stallion Society 
Gifts of $25,000 and above made 
during the 2022-2023 school year

Gifts from Corporations, 
Foundations, Trusts, and 
Organizations

Anonymous
Community Foundation of South                 
     Georgia, Inc.
Estate of Mary D. Branch
Harley Langdale, Jr. Foundation, Inc.
Jones Creek Company
J. Donald and Laurelle Lee Family   
     Foundation
Montgomery Family Foundation
Southwell/Tift Regional Health    
     Center
The Bradbury Family Trust
Tidewater Ag & Construction  
     Equipment Company, LLC
Tifton-Tift County Tourism 
     Association, Inc.
University System of Georgia        
     Foundation, Inc.
Varn Investment Company

Gifts from Individuals

Sandy and Rick Bostelman
Hilda and Glenn Davis
Rosalyn Donaldson
John Langdale
Mary and Larry Montgomery
Beverly and Danny Sterling
Betty and George Turk
George Varn
Robert Varnadoe

The Golden Circle
Gifts of $10,000 to $24,999  
and above made during the  
2022-2023 school year

Gifts from Corporations, 
Foundations, Trusts, and 
Organizations

Atlantic and Southern Equipment
ClicR Technologies/Joey Spicola, Sr.
Colquitt Regional Medical Center
Estate of Marjorie A. Ragan
Greenview Farms, Inc.
Hilgard, LLC/Hilton Garden Inn
Kubota Tractor Corporation
Prince Automotive Group
Tom Perry Family Foundation
The Daniel Ashley & Irene Houston  
     Jewell Memorial Foundation
The Elsevier Foundation, Inc.
The Thomas M. Kirbo and Irene B.
     Kirbo Charitable Foundation
Vermeer Equipment
William James Dorminy Foundation,   
     Inc.

Gifts from Individuals

Andrew Avery, Jr.
Peggy and Martin Bailey
Beverly Bauerband
Judy Burke-Bynum
Wanda Grogan
Amy and Philip Hightower
Lee Ann and James Holcomb
Kimberly and Wesley Langdale
Danielle and David Orlofsky
Sharon and Richard Parkman
Thomas Perry
John Prince
Alice Rigdon
Joseph Spicola, Sr.
Rachel Willis

The Winner’s Circle 
Gifts of $5,000 to $9,999  
and above made during the  
2022-2023 school year

Gifts from Corporations, 
Foundations, Trusts, and 
Organizations

Barnes Herefords
Bayer Crop Science
Bridges Farm
Chula United Methodist Church
Delta Air Lines Foundation
Flint Ag and Turf Division
Georgia FFA Alumni Association
Georgia Forestry Association, Inc.
Georgia Power Foundation, Inc.
Golden Environmental, LLC
Nagel Rice, LLP
National Christian Foundation
PCOM South Georgia
Renaisssance Charitable Foundation
Southeast Produce Council
Synovus Bank/Synovus Trust
Tifton’s Greatest Seafood, Inc.
W.L. Amos, Sr. Foundation, Inc.

Gifts from Individuals

James L. Adams, Jr.
Anonymous
Kim and David Bridges
Ashley Copelan
Michelle Higdon
Julie Hunt
Marci and Stan Hutchinson
Anita and Melvin Merrill
Judy and John Mobley
Jolene and Tommy Parkman
Melinda and Larry Parkman
William Parkman
Christopher Parrott
Sally Stafford Perez
Meg and Mike Stitt
Niki and Ed Vanderslice
Kathryn and Donald Yates

The ABAC Foundation acknowledges those who made contributions to the College during the 2022-2023 school year. On behalf 
of all of the students who benefit from your support, we thank you! Every effort has been made to present a complete list of 
donors who made gifts between July 1, 2022 and June 30, 2023. However, if we have omitted or misspelled your name, please 
accept our apologies and contact the ABAC Foundation at 229.391.4907 so we can correct the error.

Honor Roll of Donors

The minimum gift to create an endowment through the ABAC Foundation, that 
will forever benefit a campus area of your choice, is $25,000 over five years.  It 

may seem like a hefty price tag, but pooled giving – a method whereby a group of 
individuals collectively donates funds to meet the threshold – can make it more 

realistic. Pooled gifts can also be created by smaller groups of siblings, relatives, or 
friends. Interested? Conact Deidre Martin at dmartin@abac.edu or 229-391-4907.
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Honor Roll of Donors The Green and 
Gold Club 
Gifts of $2,500 to $4,999  
and above made during the  
2022-2023 school year

Gifts from Corporations, 
Foundations, Trusts, and 
Organizations

Ag Research Consultants
AgGeorgia Farm Credit
Allen, Mooney and Barnes  
     Investment Advisors 
Ardry Trading Company, Inc.
Chad Sumner State Farm Insurance
CoBank
DAKOTA Peat and Equipment
Doyle Equipment Manufacturing
F & W Forestry Services, Inc.
Georgia Agricultural Commodity 
     Commission for Beef
Georgia Cooperative Council
Georgia Crown Distributing Co. 
Georgia Department of Agriculture
Georgia Humanities Council
Georgia Rural Caucus
Givewell Community Foundation
Joseph D. Cooley, Jr. Irrevocable Trust
Kelley Manufacturing Company
Lee Container Corporation
Mammoth Creative Group
Mauldin and Jenkins CPA and 
     Advisors
McLendon Acres, Inc.
Perrin Farm Equipment, Inc.
Premium Peanut, LLC
Robert McLendon Farms, LLC
Quality First Solutions
South Georgia Banking Company
South Georgia Medical Center
Staplcotn
State Farms Companies Foundation
The Chantal and Tommy Bagwell   
     Foundation, Inc.

Gifts from Individuals

Quay and Jimmy Allen
Anonymous
Emmala and Glen Barden
Tracy Brundage and John 
     Strittmatter
Dawn and Christopher Cordell
Sandra and James Holton
Barbara and Bob McLendon
Marolyn Mixon
Sharon and Richard Parkman

Caroline and Jack Perry
Melissa and Richard Pierzchajlo
Sarah and Jay Roberts
Anita and Chuck Scarborough
Mindi and Christopher Stripling
Leigh and Chad Sumner
Beverly Sparks and Allen Tibbetts
G. Thomas Wade
Shari and Paul Willis

The Baldwin Club 
Gifts of $1,000 to $2,499 
and above made during the  
2022-2023 school year

Gifts from Corporations, 
Foundations, Trusts, and 
Organizations

ABAC Alpha Gamma Rho
AgSouth Farm Credit
AT&T Georgia
Bank of Alapaha
Barber Contracting Company
Coastal Greenery, Inc.
Deer Valley Farm
Dixon Gin Company, Inc.
Farmers and Merchants Bank
Fiesta del Pueblo, Inc.
First Commerce Credit Union
Georgia Agricultural Commodity 
     Commission for Cotton
Georgia Agricultural Commodity 
     Commission for Peanuts
Georgia Farm Bureau Federation
Georgia Fruit and Vegetable Growers
      Association
Hali DiCaterion Interiors
The Howard Center for Women’s 
     Health
The Thomas T. & Bernice F. Irvin  
     Foundation, Inc.
Ivey Lakes Farms, LLP
Jax Beach Softball, Inc.
John Henry Dorminey Foundation
Lasseter Tractor Company
LMC Ag
Middle South Georgia Soil and Water
     Conservation Commission
Moore, Clarke, DuVall & Rodgers
National Peanut Buying Points 
     Association
Patry and Associates, LLC
Pennington Seed
Perfect Equipment Company
Phoebe Putney Health System, Inc.
Pike County Farm Bureau
Pike Creek Turf, Inc.
Pineywoods Farms
Ponder’s Office Supply

PPC Foundation, Inc.
S&S Marketing, Inc.
SMI-C&W, Inc.
Soléé Medical Spa
South Georgia Food Services
South Georgia Medical Center
Southern Woods Plantation
SOWEGA Feeder Cattle Association, 
Spud Bowen and Associates, LLC,
Tifton Machine Works
Tifton’s Best Running, LLC
TNB Financial Services
U.S. Poultry & Egg Harold E. 
     Ford Foundation
Westrock Shared Services, LLC
Yon Family Farms

Gifts from Individuals

Linda and Benjie Baldree
N. L. Bassford
Ericha Benshoff
Laurie and John Bolen
Rees Bridges
Kris and Mike Chason
Sandy and Elzie Claxton
Jennifer and Patrick Davies
Sandra and John Ellington
Debbie and Buster Evans
Jaclyn and Jake Ford
Terri and Daniel Gibson
Joseph Haley
Tyler Harper
Wendy and Gerald Harrison
Linda and James Herndon
Savannah and Dan Hobby
Deidra and Rollins Jackson
Niki and Frank Jones, Jr.
Joanne Jones
Keri Jones
Fred W. Kinard, Jr.
Susan and Bob Kirbo
Danielle and Mark Kistler
Alan M. Kramer
Gary Lee
Jack Legg
Georgianna P. Lill
Clydene and Harold Loyd
Gordon MacQuirter, Jr.
Allison and Tim Marshall
Sandra Mercer
Vicky Orr
Joyce and Earl Parker
Keith N. Phillippi, MD
Catrina and Marcus Pollard
Lisa and Russell Pryor
Hazel and Virgil Purvis
Mike Ruff
Beth and Tony Saxon
Caitlin Slaughter

Inc.
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Veronica and Harold Still
Marsha and Dennis Strobel
Laura and Bob Swan
Bret B. Wagenhorst
Emily and Sam Watson
George Yared

Friend of ABAC
Gifts of $1 to $999 made 
during the 2022-2023 school year 

Gifts from Corporation, 
Foundations, Trusts, and 
Organizations

1720 Management, LLC dba McDonalds
4 F Cattle and Hay, LLC
ABAC Agronomy Club
ABAC Horsemen’s Assocation
Ag Technologies, LLC
AgBiome
AgLeader Technology
AIG
Alyssa Kay Photography
Atlas Manufacturing, Inc.
Bash Contracting, LLC
Belflower Equipment & Machine Works
Benjamin F. Edwards & Company, Inc.
Berry’s Tree Farm, LLC
Bowen Farming Ent., LLC
Bowen-Donaldson Home for Funerals,   
     Inc.
Buzz Kill Farms
Calhoun Produce
Cal-Maine Foods, Inc.
Camellia Garden Club
Cannon Marketing Company, Inc.
CaterParrott Railnet
Cedar Hill Cattle
Chaos Fitness
Chasing Sun Photography
Chill C Farms
Coffee Regional Medical Center
Cole’s Cakery
Colquitt EMC
Conger LP Gas, Inc.
Cooper’s Plumbing and Air
CSX Foundation
CSX Transportation
D Roberts International, LLC
DelToro Tire, LLC
Donatello’s
Dooly County Recreation Department
Elite Ag Company
Epie’s Electrical Services LLC
Espresso 41, LLC
Farm Credit Services of America
First Port City Bank
Friends From Tift Regional’s Labor And 
Delivery Department
Funston Gin Co., Inc.
Gay’s Tire Service
Georgia Agribusiness Council

Georgia Aquarium
Georgia Controls and Power 
     Transmissions, Inc.
Georgia FFA Foundation
Georgia Forestry Foundation, Inc.
Georgia Golf Course Superintendents 
     Association
Georgia Green Industry Association
Georgia Milk Producers, Inc.
Georgia Pecan Growers Association
Georgia Poultry Federation
Georgia Transmission Corporation
Georgia Urban Ag Council
Georgia Vocational Agriculture Teachers 
Association
Glynn Hendricks Interiors, Inc.
Gray Ghost Comics
Greenville Turf & Tractor
Grist Pallets, LLC
Haley Roberts State Farm Agency
Hays LTI
Hickman Honey Company
High Hill Baptist Church
Hodge-Green Natural Resources, LLC
Investors Assets Corporation
Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex
Lazarus and Company, Inc.
Leger and Son, Inc.
Lewis Taylor Farms
Linked Jewelry Bar
Llanas Event Rentals
Love Avenue Service Station
Magnolia Trails Designs
Maple Court Senior Residence
Marketing Communications, Inc.
Memorial Hospital and Manor
Meridy’s Uniforms
MGT&I
Mitchell EMC
Modern Outdoor Adventures
Moultrie Shooters Supply
MRS Homecare, Inc.
NAI G2 Commercial
Newton County Young Farmers 
     Association
Nichino America, Inc.
Nine Run Farms, LLC
Okeechobee Veterinary Hospital
Omega Hardware
OneSource Solution
Osborne Land Services, LLC
OZ A&P, LLC
Paulk Vineyards
Pawfection Pet Salon, LLC
Pediatric Dental Center of Georgia, LLC
PitchKount
Planet Fitness-Tifton
Plough Gallery
Publix Super Markets, Inc.
Ranch Feed and Farm Supply Co.
RELX, Inc.
Restoration Outreach Family Worship 
     Center
Rigdon & VanOrman, LLC
Riverside Refreshments
Robert Hudson Ford and Lincoln, Inc.

Roberts & Company Retailers
Russ Vorhis Insurance Agency, Inc.
SamiM Photography
Saturna & Company, PC
Shivers Cattle Co.
Sign Gypsies
Sodexo, Inc. & Affiliates
South Creek, Inc.
South Georgia and North Florida Eye 
     Partners, P.C.
South Georgia Oil Distributors, LLC
South Georgia Sports Media, LLC
Southeast Ag Research, Inc.
Southern Charm Personal Care Home
Southern Drawl Cotton
Southern Grace Farms
Southern Site Prep and Mulching, Inc.
Southwest Georgia Farm Credit
Stafford Development Company
Stuart C. Pate DBA State Farm Agency
Student Action with Farmworkers
Sunbelt Agricultural Exposition, Inc.
Surcheros
Syngenta
TD Ameritrade
The Butcher Shop
The Coca-Cola Company
The Flossy Peach, LLC
The Flower Shed/Rolling Branch Farms
The Local
The Mad Hatter Co.
The Newton County Agricultural Center
The Spearman Agency
Three Chicks And A Hen
Tift County Farm Bureau, Inc.
Tifton Harley-Davidson
Tifton Housing Authority
Triangle Chemical Co.
Turner County Stockyards, Inc.
Two Biddies
Ty Ty Ag Services, Inc.
Tyson Foods
Union Church Grove Campus
United Methodist Women at Mt. Calvary 
     UMC
Valley Irrigation
Veazey White, LLC
Wall Street Catering
Wayne Farms
Westway Feed Products, LLC
Xtra Innings Training
Your Pie
Zoo Atlanta

Gifts from Individuals

Noelle and April Abbott
Olumide Aborisade
Reggie Adamson
Irma Agudelo Lopez
Maria Aguilar
Karen and Jim Albritton
Kayla Alexander
Ashleigh Allen
Janice Allen
Michael Allmon
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Friend of ABAC

Carl Anderson
John Anderson
Triniti and Matthew Anderson
Lynda Lee and Greg Anderson
Susie and Chuck Andrews
William Ansley
Ernest Anthony
Mary Applegate
Abigail Ard
Miller Arnold
Olin Arnold
Emily L. Atkinson
Kaycee Aultman
Brent Bagley
Caleb J. Bagley
Nicholas A. Bailey
Kathy and Jerry Baker
Keith Balser
Bonnie and Bernard Banks
Sue Ellen and George Bannon
Cindy and Chris Barber
Steve Barber
Valerie and Wayne Barfield
Heather Barnes
Donna and Gib Barrett
Nancy Barton
Sean Baser
Kyle Basko
David Bass
Laurie and Ronald Bass
Magaen M. Bates
Sally Bates
Janice and Robert Baty
Jordan and Ches Beard
Amber Beasley
Cayla and Tyler Beasley
Mayneita and Kenneth Beasley
Kristin and Scott Beasley
Chris Beckham
Michael Beeman
Linda Belfus
Dontavious Bell
Heather Bell
Malaya Bennett
Jordan and Justin Bentley
Kyla Benton
William Bethune
Hannah and Corban Bigbee
Diana and Dick Bigler
Callie-Marie Binns
Casey Bishop
Christy Blanchett
Judy and Mike Bland
Madison Blansett
Joseph K. Boddiford, Jr.
Beverly Bolinger
Andria and Todd Bolinger
Brice A. Bonds
Cheyenne Bookmiller
Bonnie Boone
Garrett  Boone
Kim and Jerry Borgert
Blaine Bostelman
Maegan Boucher
Gretchen Bowen
Jane Anne and Michael Bowen

Samantha Bowen
Kelly and William Bowen
Dalton Bowie
Nikki Bowman
Lacee and Josh Boyd
Elna M. Bragdon
Michael Brand
Carolyn Brannen
Nancy and Jerry Brannen
Nicholas Bray
Delano Braziel
Marti Braziel Schert
Hailey C. Breaux
Elizabeth and Patrick Breen
Lauren Brenneman
Allison Bridges
Jessica Bridges
Josie Brightwell
Jessica Brogdon
Sue and Danny Brooks
Alexia Brown
Kaleb Brown
Kristi and Julius Brown
Wayne Brown
Angela Kay and Atwood Browning
Sande and Dale Brubaker
Emily Bruce
Taylor Bruce
Timothy Bruner
Carol Bruno
Heidi and Daniel Bryant
Denny Bryant
Melissa Bryant
Vickie and Mickey Bryant
Landru Buckelew
Thu Hong Bui
Elizabeth Burch
Cathy and Dwight Burk
Ramona Burle
Shawn Burnette
William Burney
Caitlyn Burrell
Cindy and David Burton
Jesse Burton
Julie Bush
Tonya and Bryan Bustle
Becky Butler
Kelly and Jeffrey Butterworth
Andrea and Josh Cain
Donna Campbell
Erin Campbell
Tim Campbell
Robin Capps
Brittney Carelock
Ciara Carmack
Tonia and Tim Carpenter
Levi Carr
Mario Carrillo
J.R. Carroll
Brenda and Harry Carter
Cindy Carter
Oliver Carter
Judy and Tim Cash
Heather Cathcart
Carolyn Center
Katheryn Cerny

Kathy Chalker
Jailyn Chance
Tracy Chason
Shubha Chatterjee
Emily Cheek
Kaitlyn Christenbury
Tanya Christensen
Ashton Cindrick
Raegan Clack
Alexis Clark
Caroline Clark
Sandra Clark
Stacy Clark
Tammy Clark
Gracie Claxton
Ann Clayton
Craig Clayton
Roger Clayton
Susan and Willie Clement
Beverly and Joshua Clements
Rebecca and Jordan Cofer
Doug Coffey
Danny Coley
Andrew Collier
Bill Colson
Sergio G. Contreras
Olga and Samuel Contreras-Martinez
Allyson Cook
Maddie Cook
Paul Cook
Sydney Cook
Charles Cooks, Sr.
Charles Cooks 
Vanessa Cool
Douglas Cooper
Kathy Cooper
Melba Cooper
Brenda Corbin
Amber Council
Kerry Coursey
Frankie Cowan
Linda and John Cowart
Britta and William Cox
Cathy Cox and Mark Dehler
Laura and Gordon Crabb
John Craft
Victoria Craven
Selwyn Crawford
Yvonne and Johnny Crawford
Roni Creamer
Mary Anne Crews
Cindy and Andy Croft
Rose and John Crosby
Rebecca Crowder
Mary Anne Cruse
Heather Cullen
Jenny and Brandon Asip
Karin and Ryan Currie
Camryn Curry
Dianne Curry 
Andy Dallin
Brent Daniel
William Daniel
Chris Daniels
Frances Daniels
Alma Daniely
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Friend of ABAC

Lenward Daniely, Sr.
Gabby Daugherty
Todd Daunhauer
Derrick Davis
Heather and T.J. Davis
Monica Davis
Zebony Davis
Katie Dawson
Nancy and Elwyn Deal
Kennon Deal
Sue Dees
Sam Dejban
Mary Denham
Tami and David Dennis
Dylan Dent
Virginia Deroy
Joseph Devaney
Cassidy Dillard
Nick DiLuzio
Bridget  Dixon
Mary and Eric Dobke
Agnes and John Dockery
Rheudean Dorman
Samantha Dorminey
Alice Dorminy
David Dorsett
Brenda Doss
Corey Douglas
Amanda Dow
Ryan Duffie
Claudia and Kingsley Dunkley
Joni and James Dunn
Faith and Nathan Dupree
Bob M. Dutton, Sr. 
Savannah and Chris Earls
David Edens
Kathleen and Andre Lopez
Karen Edwards
Renata Elad
Casey Elias
Victoria Elliott
Diantha Ellis
Ellen and Marcia English
Sandra English
Cynthia Epperly
Joyce Eshleman
Joann and Walter Ethredge
Jason Evans
Barry Evenchick
Kati and Stephen Everett
Paul Ewell
Justin Exum
Lorraine Fabbri
Renee Faircloth
Donna and Joseph Falcone
Kaylee Fanning
Neal Farmer
Shallan Farmer
Susan Farmer
W.C. Farmer
Lorie and James Felton
Vonda and Van Fenn
Destiny Fennell
James Ferguson
Carmen and Ricardo Fernandez
Miguel Ferro de Beca

Ronnie Few
Lynda Fisher
Marion and Edward Fitzgerald
Skylar Fitzgibbon
Anna Fleming
Dixon Fletcher
Alexis Floyd
Graham F. Floyd
Philip Ford II
Brody Foster
Kaillyn Fowler
Rachel Frantz
Stephanie Fraser
Elizabeth Freeman
Richard French
Anita and Louie Frost
Maddie Frost
Kayla Fulford
Heather and Benjamin Gahagen
Wanda and Powell Gaines
Grace Gainous
James Galt-Brown
Jessica Gandy
Raymon Garcia
Courtney and Craig Garey
Shirley Garland
Jessica Garrason
Aubrey Garrett
Cameron Garrett
Margaret A. Gates
Phillip Gay
Lisa and Jeff Gibbs
Sandra Giles
Mark Gill
Faith Gilman
M. Nick Gladden
Jennifer and Paul Glass
Charlsy and William Godowns
Kayla and Matthew Gonzales
Montana A. Goodman
Carra and Russ Goodman
Kate Goodwin
Rhonda and Jeff Gore
John Gore
Bailie Graham
Mary Ann Grant
Thomas Grant
Griffin Gravitt
Veronica and Wasdon Graydon
Linda and Michael Grebel
Breanna Green
Adriana and Jan Gregus
Kim Griffin
Rebekah Griffin
Rhonda Griffin
Drew Griffis
Zack Griffis
Suzanne and James Griner
Emily and John Grist
Edward Groff
Paula and Joseph Grollman
Ann and Jimmy Grubbs
Paul Grubbs
Abigail Guerra
Judith and Carl Guill
Lori Haddock

Suzanne Haddock
Jan and Charles Hall
Cyndy Hall
Brian and Diane Hall
Jana Hall
Kemper Hall
Teresa and Kip Hall
Zina Hamler
Nolan Hamm
Pat Hammond
Janet and Donald Hanberry
David Hancock
Laura and Chad Hancock
Jennifer Hand
Sara and Justin Hand
Tracy Hanson
Rebekah Harbin
Dana and Jeff Hardmans
Jacque and James Hardy
James Harper
Marian Harrell
Melissa Harrell
Bill Harris
David Harris
Jennifer Harrison
Brennan Hart
Lincoln Hart
Grant Harvey
Melanie Hatcher
Donna and Richard Hawk
Robbie Hawsey
Bonnie and Danny Hayes
Hal Hayes
Elaina Haynes
Catherine Heath
Peggy and Roger Hegwood
Hannah Beth Hembree
Rebecca A. Hembree
Chris Hendell
Loy Henderson
Teena and Hal Henderson
Mary Glynn and Larry Hendricks
Victoria Henley
Denix Hernandez
Kristina and William Herndon
Ann Herzog
Kelsey and Trent Hester
Coleman Hice
Randi and John Hickman
Pat Hickok
Mary Ellen and Doug Hicks
Larry Hicks
Jade Hill
Tammy Hinson
Lynne Hoatson
Savannah and Dan Hobby
Adriana Hodges
Laura and John Hodges
Nicholas Hodges
Joanna and Frank Hogan
Jody Hogan
Corey Holbrook
Chloe Holbrook
Elizabeth Holder
Gary Holland
Slade Holloway
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Dakyrae Holmes
Julie and Steve Hooks
Janet Hope
Janie and Jerry Hopwood
Bettie Horne
Angela Horsma
Christina Houston
Alice and Gene Howard
Amber and Christopher Howard
Josh Howell
Suzanne and Matt Howell
Jennifer Huang
Brian Huckaby
Kay and Ronald Huckaby
Alaina Hudson
Whitney and Shane Hudson
Arielle Hurst
Ali Ikner
Judith and Daniel Israel
Kathy Ives
Ally Jackson
Emma Jagus
Bobby James
Brandon James
Sharon Jankowich
April Jankowski
Lisa and Hank Jarrard
Bowdie Jenkins
Emily Johnson
Sarah and Jay Johnson
Joseph Johnson
Kathryn Johnson
Lisa Johnson

Mark Johnson
Shayla Johnson
Traci and Bob Jones
Sierra  and Jake Jones
Kennedy Jones
Miriam and Jody Jordan
Shelbie Jordan
Sommer Jordan
Joan and Nile Juhan
Margaret and William Kable
Nicholas Keene
Marianna Keesee
Chris Kelly
Diane and Ernest Kelly III
Kathy Kelly
Pamela Kemerait
Wendee Kennedy
Kedar and Bal Khatiwada
Cindy and Bob Kicklighter
Shannon Kidombo
Fran Kinchen
David King III

Donna King
Michael Kirkland
Vickie and Earl Kirkley
Charlotte and Norris Klesman
Cheryl and Don Koehler
Tia and Jason Kohler
Kayla Koprucu
Regina and Richard Kramer
Robert Kremer
Alex La Sala
Carol and Glen Lakin
Angel Lamb
Vanessa Lane
Corey Langston
Carol Larcart
Trace Larimer III
Eric Larson
Savannah Lavender
Karin and Jason Law
Kaylee and Joe Lawrence
Ginger and Tommy Lawrence
John Layton
Lynn and George Lee
Madison Lentz
Mary Lewis
Paula and Max Lewis
Rhonda and Kenneth Lewis
Hannah Lindmeier
Judy and Bruce Lingenfelter
Yaslyn Linton
Charley Lollis
Eugene London
Gregory Long

Macy  Longo
Esthela Lopez
Joy Lott
Lynn and Jim Lovett
Tiffany Lovett
Jacob C. Lowery
Audrey Luke-Morgan
LeAndra and R. T. Lumpkin
Amanda and Ray Lundy
Daniel Lyon
Hailey M. Maddox
Maxie Maddox
Jessica Maldonado
Sara Malinowski
Josh Mallard
Mary and Robert Mangiarelli
Deborah and Joseph Manning
Sarai Mapp
Kay and Robert Marbert
Debra and Allan Marple
Amy Martin
Deidre and Barry Martin

Nicholas Martin
Ana and Nestor Martinez
Carolyn Massey
Julianna Massey
Heidi and Robert Massey
Sue and Mike Mastrario
Connie and George Mathes
Matthew Mathis
Teri and Mark Mathis
Franzelle Mathis-Pertilla
Emily Matus
Callie and Michael Maw
Kimberly Mazzei
Sandra and Steven Mazzei
Amy and Kagan McClain
Debra and Howard McCrary
James McCrimmon
Tonya and Russell McDaniel
Lindsay McDonald
Madeline McDonald
James McGilvray
Stephen McGruder
Sallie and James McHugh
Nancy and Ray McKemie
Cara McKiernan
Alex McLemore
Sheila McLendon
Eryn McMahan
Ashley McNab
Beverly and Alfred McNair
Ann and Dick McNerney
Kasey McQuitty
Barbara and Carlos McSwain

Andi McWhorter
Brooke and Sumner McWhorter
Lindsey Mears
Angel Medin
Elizabeth Medley
Bridgette Mercer
Austin A. Merritt
Ida and Barry Miburo
Kelly Mickle
Jessica and Dan Miller
Joyce and Larry Mims
Randy Minton
Tim and Kathy Mitcham
Bridgett and Martin Mobley
Amanda Mohammed
Rosa Montes
Zachery Mooradian
Ashley and Aaron Moore
Gail Moore
Amanda and Jonathan Moore
Kelly Moore
Melissa and Austin Moore

Friend of ABAC

816 Students 
Received Scholarships

$3.7 Million Raised in 
the 2022-2023 Year

$1.1 Million in 
Scholarships Awarded
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Friend of ABAC

William Moore
Allie Moreland
Jessie and Daniel Moreno
Kathy and Raymond Moreno
Nealon Morgan
Emma  Moroney
Jenny Morrell
Hannah Mosher
Shelby D. Moss
Matthew Mozzo
Dianne Mulkey
Mimi and Farish Mulkey
Laurie Mulkey
Martha Mullis
Shelby Mumma
Samantha Munroe
Teresa Murphy
Rebecca Murray
Ryan Myers
Gertrude Nakakeeto
Cody Nesbitt
Keegan and Isaac NeSmith
Heather and Jeff Newberry
Sherri and Mike Newberry
Madison Newell
Mary and Larry Newton
Cheri and Curtis Nichols
Justin Nichols
Nancy Nichols
James Niksch
Wambui and Joseph Njoroge
Sarah and Samuel Norris
Sheila and Russell Norvell
Jorge Novoa
Lu Nunnally
Shelby O’Steen
Daniel Oberg
Chinelo and Charles Ochie
Paige and Justin Odom
Amber Oliver
Lucia Ona
Nyanday Oti
Taylor and Gabriel Outlaw
Jan and Ken Oxford
Jason Pace
Bibina and Buddhi Pantha
Alex Park
Margaret and Bob Parker
Mona Beth and Glenn Parkman
Richard Parkman
Teri and Roddy Parkman
Terry Parkman
Elizabeth Parks
Cheryl and Boyd Parr
Bailey Parrish
Clayton Parrish
Melanie Partlow
Susanne and Stephen Pass
Gautambhai Patel
Pooja Patel
Jeannie and Franklin Paulk
Andrew Peal
Lori and Brent Pearman
Lynn and Von Peavy
Ansley Peeler
Dan Pennington, Jr.

Marie and Dayakar Penumadu
McKenzie Perkins
Judy Perry
Shelly and Keith Perry
Robin and Stan Peters
Ryan Phillips
Sergio Pichardo
Anabelle Pillar
Ellen Pillar
Tiffany Pittman
Justin Poganik
Christy Polaski
Katelynn and Wesley Pope
Erin Porter
Zach Postin
Mary Ann Potter
Abigail and Rickey Powell
Terrie  Powell
Dylan Powers
Rachael Price
Tia and Andy Pridgen
Ivette M. Protasov
Caroline Pruden
Owen Pryor
Ruth and Victor Pulquero
Emily Purvis
Debbie Pyles
Brian Quarles
Abigail Rabitalille
Raj Rajendran
Beth and Stephen Rakestraw
Julie Ramirez
Cathy and Wayne Randall
Margo and Andre Ransom
Kelly Rauch
Brian Ray
Randy Reagan
Lisa Redfield
Michael Reed
Alicia and Jeremy Register
Vanessa Renfroe
Grant Rentz
Brandon Richards
Devae Richardson
Indya Richardson
Sherry and Michael Richardson
Angelia Richey
Emma  Richwine
John Ridgway
Michelle and Clayton Riehle
Jeannie and Steve Rigdon
Mitchell Riley
Michelle and Rodney Riley
Wendy and Gerhard Risse
Jill and Jeffery Robbins
Hayden Roberts
Ann Marie and Howell Roberts
Lydia Roberts
Lynn Roberts
Priscilla and Phillip Roberts
Donna Robinson
Edward Robinson
Tracy Robinson
Deborah and Kenny Robison
Oswaldo Rodriguez
Susan and Wayne Roe

Mary and Jerome Rogers
Miracle Rogers
Bryce Roland
Madison Roland
Nick Rosatti
Jeffrey Ross
Margie Ross
Marlo Ross
Landon P. Rowe
Elizabeth and Pete Rowland
Emily Rowland
Wanda and Jerry Rowland
Shanon Royal
Zachary Royal
Jeret Royston
Jillian Rubinstein
Julie and Keith Rucker
Helen and Douglas Rumley
John Russell
Colleen Rustin
Leslie and Darrel Rye
Marie and John Salter
Hunt Sanders
Carla and Micheal Sanford
Whitney Sangster
Mary and Joseph Sarno
Joann and Allen Saylor
Curtis Schachtner
Marti and Daniel Schert
Denise and Ian Schmeisser
Shelly and Hans Schmeisser
Heather Schmidt
Gerard Schroeder
Kelly and Jason Scott
Laurie Scott
Nancy Scott
Vivien and Austin Scott
John Scully
Susan Seaman
Judson Segars
Tina Seibert
Brenda and Bill Sellers
Maelee Sellers
Reba and Donald Selph
Avery and Richard Sepanski
Kaushalya Sharma Dahal
Stephanie Sharpe
Caroline Shaw
Michelle Sheffield
Mitchel Sheffield
Nazmoon and Abul Sheikh
Madison Shipley
Bailey N. Shuman
Sarah Sickling
Katie Silver
Rebekah Slaven
Sheryl Sloane
Diera Small
Andy Smith
Bryson Smith
Emily and Ben Smith
Jeremy Smith
Josie Smith
Karen and Kent Smith
Karson Smith
Makenzie Smith
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Mandy Smith
Phil Smith
Lisa and Ray Smith
Stephanie Smith
Suzanne and Alan Smith
Yvonne and Shane Smith
Kyle Snodgrass
Jodie and Matt Snow
Shaundra Sokolowski
Cheryl Solomon
Steve Solomon
Emily Spainhour
Sunny and Zeke Sparrow
Timothy Spell
Sara M. Spradley
Monica and James Springer
Emily Staton
Jeanette Steffick
Sabrina Stein
Vicky and Larry Stephens
Marta and Paul Stewart
Grace and Ric Stewart
Angela and Spencer Stewart
Howard Still
Charles Stockburger
Catherine and Thomas Stokes
Traci Stone
Pennie Stovall
Robyn and Frank Strickland
Johnathon Strickland
Kelly Strickland
Spencer Stubbs
Leigh Sturdevan
Hyatt Sudano
Rebecca and Ken Suggs
Caroline Sullivan
Renee and Brad Sullivan
Mary Sumner
Walter Sumner
Bryce Sutherland
Kalei Sutton
Tonya Swanson Yaughn
Barbara and Maurice Sweat
Marie Swope
Nancy Swords
Jeff Talik
Pauline Talley
Sharon Talley
Faith Tauton
April Taylor
Patricia and Donavon Taylor
Julia Taylor
Lamont Taylor
Mary Taylor
Tamie and Jonathan Taylor
Brenda Taylor-Hickey
Travis Thomas
Wanda Thomas
Donnie and Bo Thompson
Shadie and George Thompson
Daphne and Mark Thompson
Nickie Thompson
Jane and Paul Thompson
Robert Thompson
Madison Thornhill
Beth and George Thornton

Ashley and Andrew Thoron
Barbara and Frederick Thrift
Whitney and Cain Thurmond
Mrs. Christine Tibbetts
Glenda and John Timmons
Jodi and James Tomberlin
Mickie Tompkins
Hope Toole
Jordan and Neal Torley
Margaret and Tommy Treadway
Brittney and Taylor Turner
Skyla Turner
Susan Turner
Terrence Tuten
Jenna  and Blaine Tyler
Amanda and Nicholas Urquhart
Niki and Ed Vanderslice
Ashley and Ben Varnum
Sebastian Vasquez-Sifuentes
Maria Velasquez
Meghan Vesel
Dianne Vickers
Jennifer Vieth
Brooke Volskay
Isabella Waddell
Auryelle Wade
Robin Wagnon
Sherry and William Waldrop
Shelby and Austin  Waldroup
Amanda Walker
Brandy Walker
John Walker
Michelle Walker
Joyce and William Wallis
LaJerrick Walton
Ann and David Wansley
Dawn Ware
Kay and Fred Warnell
Paula and Glen Warnock
Austin Warren
Vivian Watson
Leanne and Joseph Weatherford
Austin Weaver
Kim and Jeffrey Weaver
Jeanine and Luke Webster
Krista Weisman
Tristen Weitzel
Benjamin Welch
Craig Wells
Beverly Wesley
Sherrie and David West
Kaci West
Tiffany West
Kenneth Westbrook
Kendall and Eric Whatley
Brady Wheeler
Victoria Wheeler
Victoria and Cody Whiddon
Raquel Whitcomb
Anita and Jerry White
Blair White
Dale White
Dallas W. White
Holly and Buck White
Lori W. White
Shirley White

Tracy and Michael Whitesides
Sandra Whitlock
Dave Whittington
Autumn Whittle
Becky Wiggins
Sheran and James Wilcox
Elizabeth Wilcox-Foster
Annie Wiley
Shawn Wiley
Emily Wilkinson
Emily Williams
Ann and Judson Williams
Kaitlyn R. Williams
Karli  Williams
Sydney Williams
Torri Williams
Kaylee B. Williamson
Sarah E. Williamson
Amy and Ricky Willis
Dee Willis
Karen and Glenn Willis
Taylor Willis
Elaine and James Willkomm
Johnnie Wilson
Kenneth Wilson
Gina Wilson
Shirley and Drew Wilson
Crystal Windom
Shawn Witmer
Tom Wommack
Ina and John Woodruff
Joey Woods
Lisha and Richard Woods
Philip Worthington
Brittany Wright
Helen Wright
Marilyn and George Wright
Mike Wright
Shelby Wright
Trinity Yoga
Eunkyung K. You
Caitlynne Youmans
Brianna Young
Rachel L. Young
Tim D. Youngblood
Abi E. Zerwig
Yu Zhang

Friend of ABAC

74% of ABAC Faculty and Staff 
support Give Back to ABAC
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Gifts in Memory
Gifts made in honor of individuals 
during the 2022-2023 school year 

In Memory of Cathy Anderson
     John Anderson

In Memory of Frances Branch
     Camellia Garden Club
     Carolyn Massey

In Memory of Tom Cordell
     Dawn and Christpher Cordell

In Memory of Annie Roberts Day
     Sandy and Rick Bostelman

In Memory of Michel Deroy
     Virginia Deroy

In Memory of Donna Dickson
     Sam Dejban

In Memory of Miles Drummond
     Judy and Mike Bland
     Josie Smith

In Memory of Pinky Durham
     John Walker

In Memory of Sophia Ruth Fisher
     Elna M. Bragdon
     Vickie and Mickey Bryant
     Jennifer and Patrick Davies
     Brenda N. Doss
     Lynda S. Fisher
     Courtney and Craig Garey
     Janet and Donald Hanberry
     Alan M. Kramer
     Teri and Mark Mathis
     Mary and Larry Newton
     Joann and Allen Saylor
     Lisha and Richard Woods

In Memory of Charlotte Gaal
     Nagel Rice, LLP
     Danielle and David Orlofsky

In Memory of Jimmy Griner
     Bettie R. Horne

In Memory of Alexander “Luke” Hawk
     Carl Anderson
     Olin Arnold
     Brent Bagley
     Linda Belfus
     Robin Capps
     Carolyn Center
     Tanya Christensen
     Selwyn Crawford
     Heather Cullen
     Andy Dallin
     Epie’s Electrical Services, LLC
     Susan Farmer
     Tracy Hanson
     Melanie Hatcher
     Donna and Richard Hawk

     Chris Hendell
     Janet S. Hope
     Robert Kremer
     Mary and Robert Mangiarelli
     Eryn McMahan
     Kelly Mickle
     Rebecca Murray
     Daniel Oberg
     RELX, Inc.
     Wendy and Gerhard Risse
     Susan Seaman
     Marie Swope
     The Elsevier Foundation, Inc.
     Wanda Thomas
     Sandra Whitlock
     Dave Whittington
     Taylor Willis
     Shelby Wright

In Memory of Gerald Herring
     Bonnie and Bernard Banks
     Teena and Hal Henderson
     Anita and Melvin Merrill
     Gail Moore
     Nancy Nichols
     Sheryl Sloane
     Susan Turner

In Memory of Tony Howell
     Melba Cooper

In Memory of Caryl Knight
     Mary and Eric Dobke

In Memory of Johnny Morehead
     Sandy and Rick Bostelman

In Memory of William and Mary Richards
Parkman
     Sharon and Richard Parkman

In Memory of Wilson Reid
     Mayneita and Kenneth Beasley

In Memory of Robert Perry
      Ann and Jimmy Grubbs
      Judy Perry

In Memory of Sarah Eaton Russell
     John Russell

In Memory of George Scott
     Laurie Scott
     Nancy Scott

In Memory of Albert “Bud” Abbott, 
Thomas, Gerald Mullis, and 
Mary Frances Brewton
     Martha A. Mullis

In Memory Jess Usher
     Denise and Hans Schmeisser

In Memory of Ellen Vickers
     Brenda and Harry Carter
     Kathy Chalker
     Joni and James Dunn
     Sandra E. English

     Jan and Charles Hall
     Laura and John Hodges
     Kay and Robert Marbert
     Tracy and Michael Whitesides
     Sheran and James Wilcox

In Memory of Letha Walters
     Lindsey Mears

In Memory of Sally Russell Warrington
     Joanna and Frank Hogan
     Lynn Roberts
     Shadi and George Thompson
     Caroline Pruden
     Trinity Yogi
     

Gifts in Honor
Gifts made in honor of individuals during 
the 2022-2023 school year 

In Honor of The Baldwin Players
     Craig M. Wells

In Honor of Jerome Baker
     Kathy Baker

In Honor of Rick Bostelman
     Barbara and Carlos McSwain

In Honor of David Bowers
     Margaret and Bob Parker

In Honor of Penny Chesnut
     Alapaha Baptist Church
     Karen and Jim Albritton
     Susie and Chuck Andrews
     Donna and Gib Barrett
     Sande and Dale Brubaker
     Stacy L. Clark
     Sandra L. Clark
     Rebecca and Jordan Cofer
     Cindy and Andy Croft
     Mary Anne Cruse
     Dianne Curry
     Lynda S. Fisher
     Graham F. Floyd
     Brian and Diane Hall
     David Harris
     High Hill Baptist Church
     Elizabeth Holder
     Ali N. Ikner
     Shayla D. Johnson
     Emily Johnson
     Miriam and Jody Jordan
     Gregory Long
     Connie and George Mathes
     Amy and Kagan McClain
     Debra and Howard McCrary
     Cheryl and Boyd Parr
     Beth and Stephen Rakestraw
     Keith and Julie Rucker
     Helen and Douglas Rumley
     Leslie and Darrel Rye
     Christian Churter
     Sarah E. Sickling
     Howard C. Still
     Mindi and Christopher Stripling
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     The Woman’s Missionary Union Group
          of Brookfield Baptist Church
     Tonya Swanson Yaughn
     Sherry and William Waldrop
     Jeanine and Luke Webster
     Victoria and Cody Whiddon
     Ina and John Woodruff

In Honor of Lynn Deal
     Nancy and Elwyn Deal
     Beth and Tony Saxon

In Honor of Connie Henry
     Karen and Kent Smith

In Honor of Deidre Mercer Martin
     Anonymous
     Julie Bush

In Honor of Zell Miller
     Quay and Jimmy Allen

In Honor of Mary Moran
     Jodie and Matt Snow

In Honor of Earl Parker
     Veronica and Wadson Graydon

In Honor of Susan Roe
     Bret Wagenhorst

In Honor of Rep. Jan Tankersley
     Georgia Rural Caucus

In Honor of Jann Thomas and Bill Haag
     Meghan Vessel

Melissa Pierzchajlo, Class of 2001 
and 2002, is the new President 
of the ABAC Alumni Association 
Board of Directors. A proud ABAC 
alumnus, she is an entrepreneur 
and the Co-Owner of Solé Medical 
Spa.
 
Pierzchajlo said that her degree in 
business gave her the foundation 
for a successful and diverse 
portfolio that includes hospitality, 
project development, property 
management, a medical spa 
business and medical office 
management. She has a passion 
for cooking, design, traveling, 
hosting events, politics, and 
exploring different cultures. She 
speaks French as well as Italian and 
Spanish intermediately.
 
Developing her skills and 
confidence as an experienced pilot 
has also played an instrumental 
role in building her business 
career. “There can be challenges 
as a woman in business. Early in 
my career, I realized I had to work 
harder to make myself heard and to 
show that I could handle anything 
put in front of me. With each 
accomplishment, I set higher goals 
for myself, like becoming a pilot. 
Being a pilot has been a good fit 
for me because business projects 
can sometimes be an eight-hour 

drive or a two-hour flight away. I’d 
rather fly. Also, pilots have to be 
observant, make quick effective 
decisions in the face of adversity, 
and with great confidence. 
Honing those skills made me a 
stronger person personally and 
professionally.”
 
Being involved with ABAC is a 
family tradition. She is married 
to Richard Pierzchajlo M.D. who 
is often in attendance at ABAC 
events, is the mother of twins Noah 
and Garret (ABAC alumni) and the 
bonus mother of triplets Joe, Katie 
and Carol (one who is an ABAC 
alumnus) as well as a bonus mother 
to her nephew Elijah  (ABAC  
alumnus). 
 
Pierzchajlo is also a person who 
realizes the importance of giving 
back. “Coming full circle to be a 
part of the things at ABAC as an 
alumnus is so important because 
I have realized more fully how 
awesome ABAC was for me 
then, and how important ABAC is 
now for so many others. I would 
encourage alumni to find ways to 
reconnect with their alma mater. I 
love being a part of the things that 
are happening here at ABAC, and I 
always walk away feeling energized 
and inspired.”

About Our Alumni President
Melissa Pierzchajlo

Did You Know?
ABAC has over 54,000 

alumni worldwide!

Melissa, Noah, Garret, and Richard Pierzchajlo



The President’s Club: 
 Honoring Cumulative Giving

The ABAC Foundation gratefully acknowledges the faithful support of our donors over time through 
cumulative giving. Members of The President’s Club include those individuals who have made cumulative 
gifts of at least $10,000. There are several levels of achievement within The President’s Club:

• President’s Club Platinum Achievement Level
 Contributions of $250,000 or more or planned gifts of $750,000 or more
• President’s Club Golden Achievement Level
 Contributions of $100,000 to $249,999 or planned gifts of $250,000 to $749,999
• President’s Club Silver Achievement Level
 Contributions of $50,000 to $99,999 or planned gifts of $150,000 to $249,999
• President’s Club Bronze Achievement Level
 Contributions of $25,000 to $49,999 or planned gifts of $75,000 to $149,999
• President’s Club
 Contributions of $10,000 to $24,999 or planned gifts of $25,000 to $74,999

Every effort has been made to present a complete list of The President’s Club members as of June 30, 
2023. However, if we have omitted or misspelled your name, please accept our apologies and contact the 
ABAC Foundation at 229.391.4907 so that we may make the necessary corrections.

Platinum Achievement Level
Estate of Vera Conger Bailey

Estate of Herbert Bynum
Estate of Katharine M. Elder

Estate of Sara B. Gibbs
Estate of Maurice D. Gortatowsky

Estate of Stellanova B. Osborn

Golden Achievement Level
Estate of Rosalie Lennon Shepherd

Silver Achievement Level
Estate of Mary P. Jones

Estate of Joe M. and Ann Stanford
Estate of Jasper G. Woodroof

Bronze Achievement Level
Estate of Margaret Webb

Estate of Patricia Nunn Barkuloo
Estate of Mary D. Branch

President’s Club Level
Estate of Mary J. Greene

Estate of Doris Outz
Estate of Marjorie A. Ragan

Gifts from Estates

Leave Your Legacy at ABAC
Do you have ABAC in your estate plan?  Learn more about how 

you and your family can have a lasting impact on ABAC students 
through your planned giving.

Contact Jodie Snow at jsnow@abac.edu or 229-391-4900 for 
more information and a confidential consultation.
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The President’s Club: 
 Honoring Cumulative Giving

Gifts from Corporations, 
Foundations, Trusts, and 
Organizations

Platinum Achievement Level
Cumulative Giving to ABAC of 
$250,000 and above 

Ameris Bank
Carlton Company
First ABAC, LLC
Allan C. and Lelia J. Garden 
    Foundation
Community Foundation of South 
    Georgia, Inc.
Harley Langdale, Jr. 
    Foundation, Inc.
Lee Ann and James Holcomb
Kelley Manufacturing 
     Company
J. Donald and Laurelle Lee Family 
     Foundation
Rocco and Ruth Marsicano 
    Trusts
Montgomery Family 
    Foundation
Parker Poe Charitable Trust
Arch H. and Stella S. Rowan 
    Trust
Cortez Henderson Sconyers 
    Trust
Short and Paulk Supply 
    Company, Inc.
The Council of Garden Clubs 
    of Tifton, Inc.
The Goizueta Foundation
The Jim Andrews Family 
    Foundation
The Stafford Foundation, Inc.
Tifton-Tift County Tourism 
     Association, Inc.
Southern Cattle Company
Southwell / Tift Regional 
     Health System
University System of Georgia 
    Foundation, Inc.

  
Golden Achievement Level
Cumulative Giving to ABAC of 
$100,000 to $249,999 

AIMTRAC-Tifton
Alcoa Foundation
AT&T Georgia
Bostelman Family Foundation
Colquitt EMC
Community Welfare Association
George Drew Conger, M.D.
    Foundation
Lovick P. and Elizabeth T. Corn  
    Foundation
John Henry Dorminy Foundation
William James Dorminy 
     Foundation, Inc.
First Community Bank of Tifton

Georgia Farm Bureau Foundation
Georgia Power Foundation, Inc.
Georgia State Golf Foundation
Gold Kist Foundation, Inc.
Herring CPA Group, PC
Kubota Tractor Corporation
Lasseter Tractor Company
South Georgia Banking Company
Southwest Georgia Bank
Ann Stafford Family Trust
Synovus Bank
Tidewater Ag and Construction  
    Equipment Company, LLC

Silver Achievement Level
Cumulative Giving to ABAC of 
$50,000 to $99,999

AgGeorgia Farm Credit, ACA
Colquitt Regional Medical Center
Dolly W. Bearden Trust
Georgia Student Finance 
     Authority
JCB, Inc.
John Deere Industrial Equipment 
     Company
Hunter Industries, Inc.
The Daniel Ashley & Irene 
     Houston Jewell Memorial
The Thomas M. Kirbo and Irene
     B. Kirbo Foundation
Livingstone Foundation, Inc.
Lubbock Abstract and Title 
     Company
Moon’s Pharmacy, Inc.
Ogeechee River Soil and Water 
    Conservation District
Peacock Farms, LLC
Plant Telecommunications
Remlinger Manufacturing 
     Company, Inc.
Sanderson Farms, Inc.
Sodexo, Inc. and Affiliates
Stafford Development Company
Staplcotn
The Tucker Foundation
The Watson Brown 
     Foundation, Inc.
Vermeer Equipment

Bronze Achievement Level 
Cumulative Giving to ABAC of 
$25,000 to $49,999 

ABAC AET Club
Affinity Health Group, LLC
Agricultural Commodity 
    Commission for Cotton
Agrium U.S., Inc.
Ambling University Development
    Group, LLC
W.L. Amos, Sr. Foundation, Inc. 
Anderson Community 
     Development Foundation
Anderson Living Trust
Bank of America

Barber-Dutton Farms
Bayer
Bernhard and Company, LTD
BowenPhillips, LLP
J. Curtis Branch, Sr. Family Trust
Burch Farms
The Celia and Marcos Family 
    Institute
CASE IH
Dorothy A. Coleman Trust
Georgia Agrirama Foundation, Inc.
Georgia 4-H Foundation
Georgia Forestry Foundation, Inc.
Georgia Power Company
Hilgard, LLC / Hilton Garden Inn 
     of Tifton
Indigo FG&G, Inc.
Informed Ag, LLC
J.H. Services, Inc.
Chris P. Kelly Trust
Anna M. and James L. Kirk 
    Foundation
Krone
The Langdale Company
Lee Foundation
McCall & Associates, Inc.
Middle South Georgia Soil and 
    Water Conservation Committee
Mobley Gin
Pike Creek Turf, Inc.
Prestolite Wire Division
Prince Automotive Group
Reinhardt, Whitley, Summerlin &
    Pittman, PC
RM Dutton Realty & Associates
Rotary Club of Tifton
Satilla River Soil and Water 
    Conservation District
Arthur J. Skinner, Jr. Trust
Southeastern Credit Union
Joe M. Stanford Trust
Thomas S. Teabeaut Post 41 
    Memorial Trust
Harold W. Still Trust
Sycamore Peanut and Grain
     Foundation
The Kenneth H. Montgomery 
    Foundation
Union Camp Charitable Trust
Willing Workers Community Club

President’s Club Level
Cumulative Giving to ABAC of 
$10,000 to $24,999

ABAC Baseball Program
ABAC Agronomy Club
Affinity Foundation
AGCO Corporation
Agricultural Commodity 
    Commission for Beef
Allstate Construction Group
Ambling Construction 
     Company, LLC
ARAMARK
Atlantic and Southern Equipment
Baldwin Woman’s Club

President’s Club
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J&B Power Equipment, Inc.
J.H. Services, Inc.
Joiner International, Inc.
Jones Chrysler-Plymouth-
    Dodge, Inc.
Jones Peanut Company, Inc.
Killeen Construction Co., Inc.
La Fiesta del Pueblo, Inc.
Lang Printing & Office Supply 
LMC Ag
McDonald’s Restaurant #4239
Masonic Lodge of Tifton #47
Masonic Lodge of Tifton #745    
    F&AM
Robert McLendon Farms
Moridge Manufacturing - Brent 
     Dodson
National Christian Foundation
Northrop Grumman Foundation
Paradigm Administrators, Inc.
Partners Benefit Group, LLC
Gibbs Patrick Farms, Inc.
Patten Seed Company
Pennington Seed
Jack L. Perry Enterprises, Inc.
Philadephia College of  
   Osteopathic Medicine
Reinhardt, Whitley, Summerlin 
    and Pittman, PC
Riverside Ford, Inc.
RMD Consulting
S&S Marketing, Inc.
Savannah Golf Club
SEDCO, Inc.
Shiver Diesel Injection & 
    Turbocharger, Inc.
South Georgia Banking Company  
   Ashburn Branch
South Georgia Food Services, Inc.

Belk
Bio-Plus, Inc.
Bobcat of Thomasville
Bowen-Donaldson Home for 
    Funerals, Inc.
Bradley-Turner Foundation, Inc.
Branch’s Veterinary Clinic, PC
Burlen, Division of Delta Galil USA
Cal-Maine Foods
CareOne Home Health
Chad Sumner State Farm
     Insurance
Circle of Anonymity of Princeton
    Area Community Foundation
Citizens & Southern Corp.
ClicRTechnologies
Coca-Cola Bottling Co. 
    Consolidated
Colony Bank
Colquitt County Economic 
    Development Corporation
Allen and Carolyn Conger 
    Foundation, Inc.
Credit Bureau Associates of 
     Georgia
Curtis Packing Company
Daewoo Heavy Industries America 
     Corporation
Dakota Peat and Equipment
Deep South Kawasaki
Roger C. Dill Consulting
Dixie Oil Company
Dixon Gin Company, Inc.
Double A Concrete Products
The Dow Chemical Company
    Foundation
Doyle Equipment Manufacturing
Flint Ag and Turf Division
F&W Forestry Services, Inc.
Georgia Agribusiness Council
Georgia Agricultural Commodity
  Commission for Peanuts
Georgia Cooperative Council
Georgia Crown Distributing
Georgia FFA Alumni Association
Georgia Feed & Grain  
    Association, Inc.
Georgia Forestry Association, Inc.
Georgia Plant Food Educational 
     Society
Georgia Rural Caucus
Georgia Sports Medicine & 
    Orthopedic Clinic, PC
Georgia Vegetable Association
Georgia Young Farmers 
     Association
Greenville Turf & Tractor
Haley Jewelers, Inc., Susan and                        
     Jody Haley
Heatcraft, Inc.
The Heritage Bank
The Howard Center for Women’s 
      Health
Holder Ag Consulting
International Paper
The Thomas T. and Bernice F. Irvin
    Foundation, Inc.
Ivey Lakes Farm, LLP

Southeast United Dairy Industry  
    Association
Southwest Georgia Chapter of 
     Quail Forever
The Spearman Agency
Stafford School of Business
State Farm Companies Foundation
SunTrust Bank
T&S Electric Motors, Inc.
Takeuchi Manufacturing, LTD
Target Stores
The Chantal and Tommy Bagwell 
    Foundation, Inc.
The Jay Deason Fund
The Thomas M. Kirbo and Irene B.  
    Kirbo Charitable Foundation
Tift Electric Supply
Tifton Banking Company
Tifton’s Great Seafood, Inc.
Tifton Machine Works
Tifton Radiology, PC
Tropical Air Heating & 
    Conditioning, LLC
Tru-Turf Pty LTD
U.S. Poultry & Egg Harold E. Ford 
     Foundation
Valent
Veqo Farms
Weyerhaeuser Company
Williams Family Foundation of     
    Georgia, Inc.
Wine and Spirits Wholesalers of 
    Georgia Foundation
Winn-Dixie Stores Foundation

President’s Club Well. With You.S E R V I N G  S O U T H  G E O R G I A  W I T H  3 0 +  S P E C I A L T I E S

Ready to rediscover 
your best health? 

We’re with you on that.

Set a new standard for your health at 

Tift Regional 
Medical Center
Tifton, Ga

Southwell
Medical
Adel, Ga

Southwell Health
and Rehabilitation
Adel, Ga

Southwell
Physicians
Multiple Locations

MySouthwell.com

Since 1941, the healthcare
professionals of Tift Regional 
Medical Center have served 
Georgia with high-quality 
patient care.

Now, to better serve South 
Central Georgia, we’re uniting 
our expansive healthcare 
network under one  name that 
says it all: Southwell.

Together, we’re raising the  
standard of health and wellness 
for your community.

Rubal Patel, MD
Pulmonary Medicine & Critical Care
Georgia Trend “Top Doctor” 2022
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Gifts from Individuals

Platinum Achievement Level
Cumulative Giving to ABAC of 
$250,000 and above by individuals

James Lee Adams
Anonymous
Sandy and Rick Bostelman
Ann and Michael O. Bunn
Karen and Mike Bynum
Phyllis and Blair Bynum
Juliana Sam Bynum
Bettye J. Carson
Lenna and E. Lanier Carson
Joe Dana
Rosalyn R. Donaldson
John E. Downs
Lee Ann and James Holcomb
Joyce Kirk
Kimberly and Wesley Langdale
Mary and Lawrence Montgomery
Deborah and Larry Moorman
W. Dan Pennington
Reginald Rogers
Jordan P. Short, V
Patty and DeNean Stafford
Beverly and Danny Sterling
Laura Beth and Tony Tucker
Betty and George Turk
Michael Wright
Robert G. Varnadoe

Golden Achievement Level
Cumulative Giving to ABAC of 
$100,000 to $249,999 by 
individuals

Kathy and M.H. Allen
Anonymous
Kathy and Courtney Brinson
Hilda and Glenn Davis
John H. Dorminy
William J. Dorminy
Robert M. Dutton, Sr.
Myra and Edwin Hortman
Angela and George Dallas Hunt
Julie E. Hunt
Marci and Stanley Hutchinson
Sandra S. Kemp
Joyce and Earl Parker
Betty Jean and John Prince
Lutrelle T. Rankin
Alice W. Rigdon

Silver Achievement Level 
Cumulative Giving to ABAC of 
$50,000 to $99,999 by individuals

Lynda Lee and Greg Anderson
Howard Andrews
Anonymous
Margaret and Martin T. Bailey
Matt Bentley
Betts Berry

Kelly and William Bowen
Kim and David Bridges
Beverly K. Brownlow and Ronald 
    J. Hoffman 
Kelly and William I. Bowen
Miriam Bulloch and The Honorable 
    John Bulloch
Ina and J. Perry Conger
H. Gordon Davis, Jr.
Susan and Dill Driscoll
Sandra and The Hon. John 
    Ellington
Susan and D. Lane Green
Susan and Jody Haley
L. Michelle Higdon
Teresa Lasseter
Niki and Skip Hill
Wanda and Norman Hill
Angela and Dallas Hunt
Lounell R. Jensen
Lynn and Jim Lovett
Julie and James Mann
Anita and Melvin Merrill
Marolyn Mixon
Judy and John Mark Mobley
Cynthia K. Moon
Kathy and Raymond Moreno
Brenda and Armond Morris
Danielle and David Orlofsky
Vicky Orr
Sally Stafford Perez
Caroline and Jack Perry
Charles W. Powell, III
Nelda Hargett Powell
Mary John Reinhardt
Sherri and Ronnie Rollins
Mary W. Sumner
Bette and Joseph Turner
Faith Tyson

Bronze Achievement Level 
Cumulative Giving to ABAC of
$25,000 to $49,999

Jimmy L. Alberson
Quay and Jimmy Allen
Andrew Avery, Jr.
Libby and Buck Anderson
Beverly Hudson Bauerband
Cheryl E. Bedgood
Jo and J.C. Bell
Caroline and Leon Benefield
Carolyn Bowen
Mary Frances Branch
Carolyn and W. Dan Branch
Judy and John Clark
Ashley and Dean Copelan 
Rita and H. Lane Dennard
JoAnn and Roger Dill
William J. Dorminey
Nancy and Darvin Eason
Jane Grogan Gibbs
Jerry C. Grimsley
Wanda Grogan
Jemique Harrell 
Shirley and Marvin Eugene Harrell
Virginia and Scott Hart

Carolyn and Doug Hatcher
Irene and Jerry Heller
Amy and Philip Hightower
Linda and Vernon Ingram
Jimmie W. Jackson
Leilah and Alexander Kemp 
Luann and Robert Lowrance
Harold J. Loyd
Laurie and Rusty McCall
Janet McGill
Barbara and Robert McLendon
Susan and Palmer Maples
Allison and Timothy Marshall
Jill and Jim Matney
Joy and Steven Meeks
Martha and James Moore
Vernon Ongram 
Charlotte K. Gaal and Stephen 
    M. Orlofsky
Sunny and Dale Pflug
Keith N. Phillippi, MD
Cindy and Michael Phillips
Marjorie and Harold Ragan
Jeannie and Steven Rigdon
Cynthia and Frank Sauls
Anita and Chuck Scarborough
J.D. Scott, Jr.
Vivien and Austin Scott
Beverly Sparks and Allen Tibbetts
Elaine and Steven Spooner
Patricia and Walter Stephens
Meg and Michael Stitt
Janis and Carden Summers
Frank Harry Thomas
Darryl Vickers
G. Thomas Wade
Charles H. Webb
Laura Whitfield
Rachel Y. Willis
Shari and Paul Willis
Laura Lee Wood

President’s Club Level
Cumulative Giving to ABAC of 
$10,000 to $24,999

Lucy and Russell Acree
Jane Woodroof Akers
Jeanie and Larry Allen
Tammy Allen
Anonymous
Linda and Pat Atwater
Kathy and Jerome Baker
Linda and Benjie Baldree
Merle F. Bass
Dorothy and John Bassett
Alisha and Lawton Bassett
Charlotte W. Bedell
Jerry W. Bishop
Margaret and Stewart Bloodworth
Marlene Bowen
Elna M. Bragdon
Dina and Bennie Branch
Betty and Earl Branch
James C. Branch, III
Keetra C. Branch
Laverne and Gerald Branch

President’s Club
36



Margaret Martin and Ronald    
    Branch
William W. Bridges
Mary Anne Britton-Croom
Ginger and Brinson Brock
Harold L. Brooker
Jack L. Brooker
Sally and James Burran
Judy Burke Bynum
Judy and Thomas Call
Donna and Roy Cannon
Tonja L. Carson
Kris and Michael Chason
David Shawn Clark
Nancy and Thomas Coleman
Carolyn Y. Conger
Doris and Randy Cowart
L. Cathy Cox 
Martha and Cader Cox
Yvonne and Johnny Crawford
Melanie and Ray Cross
Peggy and Gregory Crumley
Jerri and John M. Davis
Michael J. Dawson
Caroline and Homer Day
Kelly McGill Dean
Gail and Peter Dillard
Paula C. Dodson
Emma Dorminy
A.B.C. Dorminy, III
Alice Dorminy
Virginia P. Dorminey
Howard Dorsett
Evelyn Edwards
Amy Bailey Eidson
Amy and Daniel Eidson
Bobbie Sue Ellis
Virginia and Thomas Ellis
Beth Steven English
L.C. Buster Evans
Rachel and David Flake
Frank B. Flanders
Alicia and James Floyd
Jaclyn and Jake Ford
Mary and Robert Fuoto
Elizabeth and Jeff Gibbs
Victoria E. Golen
Mary Ann Grant
Thomas Grant
Susan and Donald Griffin
Starling and Paul Grisham
Ruth Grist
Wanda J. Grogan
Ann and Jimmy Grubbs
Mike Gudely
Linda and Buddy Harden
Dorothy Harper
Wendy and Gerald Harrison
Janet M. Haughton 
Kimberly and Thomas Hawkins
Linda and James Herndon
Gerald N. Herring, Jr.
James H. Herring
S.E. Herring
Ann B. Herzog
Marsha and Emerson Hoffman
Bettie Rose Horne 
Lynn W. Inman

Tommy T. Irvin
Judith and Daniel Israel
Felicity and Daniel Jeter
Rosalind and James Jeter
Sandra and Robert Johnston
Donald Jones
Betty Sue Jones  
Wayne P. Jones
Darrell W. Jordan
Frances Jordan
Connie Keith
Diane Kilgore
Fredrick W. Kinard, Jr. 
Don Koehler
Elizabeth and David Koran
Tammie and Jonathan Koran
Alan M. Kramer
John W. Langdale, Jr.
Gary L. Lee 
Lynn and George Lee
Jo Edith Rutland Lindsey
Shirley and Custin Lowery 
James M. Martin
Phyllis and Jimmy Martin
Carolyn Massey
Betty and Gary McCorvey
Joe McNair
Jay McPherson
Carla and Robert Miles
Phyllis Spikes Miller
Gudrun and Ben Mills
Ann and John Morehead
Monica and Jason Morris
Betty and Robert Moss
Jeannie and James Myers
Linda and Roger Nalls
Marcia and Randy Nichols
Debra and Ronnie Noble
John J. O’Connor, Jr.
Laurie S. Oldham
Pamela and John Packer
Angie and James Palmer
Sharon and Richard Parkman
Susanne and Stephen Pass
Wendy and Wayne Pearson
Terry Perry
Judy Perry
Schley Louie Perry
Thomas C. Perry, Jr.
Jeffry Peters 
Chris and Roger Peterson
Charlotte and Guy Pfeiffer
Melissa and Richard Pierzchajlo
Catherine Tift Porter
Hazel and Virgil Purvis
Ruth and John Raines
Mary Jensen Rainey
Kenny J. Ray
Michelle and Niles Reddick
Linda and Richard Reeves
Beth Zorn Reynolds
Priscilla and Phillip Roberts
Sarah and James Roberts
Susan and Wayne Roe
Nell Roquemore
Chrystle and Michael Ross
Andrea and Stanley Savage
Holly and Jim Scott

Becky Wells Scott-Hill
Richey Seaton
Darby and Jeff Sewell
A. Troy Sharpton, Jr.
Martha Anglin Sharpton
Janet and Brooks Sheldon
Nancy and Gerald Shiver
Becky and John Shoemaker
Mary Anne and Gary 
    Simmons 
Susan and John Sims
Merle and Tommy Smallwood
Joan Smith
Jodie and Matt Snow
Christy and Jim Sparks
Sandra and Tyron Spearman
Daisy Lee Speight
Troy Spicer and Kevin
      Sackenheim 
Patricia and Walter Stephens
Beverly and Danny Sterling 
Ann and Jack Stone
Heather and John Stripling
Cecilia and Dale Sumner
Ann Sutton
Carolyn White Sutton
Vickie Tatum
Vann Thornton
Nancy Shroder Torbett
Jan Tulp
Jerry K. Turner
John Michael Turner
Diane and Augustas Upshaw
Niki and Ed Vanderslice
Becky and Hoyt Vance
Melanie and Stewart Veness
P. John Vitange, Jr.
Lennie and Michael Vollmer
Bret B. Wagenhorst 
Carlene and Clifford Walker
Vicki Lyle Walker
Emily and Sam Watson 
Donna and Garth Webb
Hayley and Perry White
Virginia E. Widstrom
Bertha B. Williams
Loron E. Williams, III
O.D. Williams
Glenn P. Willis, Jr.
Judy Bryan Willis
Shirley and Drew Wilson
Carolyn and Reid Wilson
Douglas N. Wood
Kathryn and Donald Yates
Anita D. Yow

Double the impact of your gift.  
More than 24,000 companies 

match employee donations.  
Ensure the gift includes your 
employment information and 
we will help you through the 

process.  For more information, 
please call 229.391.4897 or 

email andrew.smith@abac.edu.

President’s Club
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Board Members
Roy Alejandro
Rick Bostelman
Donna Campbell
Kaytlyn Cobb
Kristoff Cohran
Tracy Dodson
Chris Earls
Kim Gilman
Kayla Gonzales
Monika Griner 
Chad Hancock
Paula Lewis
Sallie McHugh

Amanda Mohammed
Marcus Pollard
Zach Postin
Melissa Pierzchajlo
Hannah Roberts
Jill Robins, Secretary
Elizabeth Rowland
Jazmin Thomas-Pullen
Brittney Turner
David West
Buck White
Perry White
Hal Wiley

Ex-Officio
Tracy Brundage, College President
Lynda Fisher
Deidre Martin
Jodie Snow

Emeritus Board Members
David Carlson
Jane Gibbs
Wanda Grogan
Jimmy Grubbs
Virginia Hart
Andrea Willis 
Elaine Wright

ABAC Alumni Association Board of Directors 

ABAC Foundation Board of Directors 
Board Members
Tracy Brundage, 
     College President
Bill Burke
Ray Cross, Chair Appointee
John Ellington
Buster Evans
Jaclyn Ford, Chair
Chad Hancock, Alumni    
     Association Vice President
Tyler Harper
Michelle Higdon
James Holcomb 
Wesley Langdale, III
Lynn Lovett 
Jim Matney
Joy Burch Meeks

Joyce Mims
Mark Mobley
James Moore, III
Margaret Nixon
Melissa Pierzchajlo, Alumni    
     Association President 
Marcus Pollard, Alumni    
     Association Past President
Jordan Pope
Jay Roberts, Vice Chair
Chuck Scarborough
Vivien Scott
Jodie Snow, Foundation COO 
Beverly Sparks
Cain Thurmond
Niki Vanderslice, Past Chair
Emily Watson

Emeritus
William Bowen
Carolyn H. Branch
Courtney Brinson
Roger Dill
Bob Dutton
Melvin Merrill
Jack Perry
Dale Pflug
Ruth Raines

Honorary/Advisory Board
Greg Anderson
James Lee Adams
W. Dan Pennington

Greenview Farms Donates Calving Simulators
Longtime supporters of ABAC, the Harris Family of Greenview 
Farms provided exciting new teaching tools -- two bovine 
simulators -- to the ABAC Beef Unit. One simulator, the 
compact dystocia simulator, allows students to simulate 
the birthing of a full-size calf, while the other, the bovine 
theriogenology model, will allow them to practice artificial 
insemination. Greenview Farms is a diversified, 150-year-old 
family farm in Screven, Georgia comprising of 3,500 acres 
divided almost equally between pastures for cattle, timber 
and row crops. They raise Polled Hereford cattle and F1 
Brafords and have recently added Grey Brahman bulls to their 
herd. The donated simulator’s coloring is Polled Hereford in 
honor of Greenview Farms. Jonny Harris and his two sons, 
Jon and Paul, and grandson Wesley, all attended ABAC. “The 
educational value of both simulators is priceless,” said Dr. Mary 
Ellen Hicks, professor of animal science at ABAC’s School 
of Agriculture and Natural Resources. “They will allow us to 
work with students in a slower manner to ensure the students 
understand the principles we are trying to teach, using the 
simulators before we take those principles out into the barn 
to work with the live animal. Every student – regardless of 
previous experience with cattle – can feel comfortable with the 
learning process.”

Jonny and Toni Harris, President Brundage,
 and Winton Harris
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Alumni Association Lifetime Members
For information on becoming an annual or lifetime member of the Alumni Association, visit 
www.abac.edu/alumni or call 229.391.4900. Monthly plans are available for lifetime memberships.

James Lee Adams 
Reggie Adamson 
Paula and Scott Addy 
Kayla Alexander
Quay and Jimmy Allen
Jim Anderson 
Martha and John Andrews 
Kaycee Aultman
Andrew Avery 
Caleb Bagley
Kathy and Jerome Baker
Susan and Ron Bannister 
Karla Basko 
Kyle Basko 
Beverly Bauerband 
Gloria Beard 
Andy Bell 
Marshall Bennett 
Jordan and Justin Bentley
Suzanne and Daniel Bentley 
Diana and Richard Bigler 
Robert Boatwright
Brice Bonds 
Sandy and Rick Bostelman 
Will Bostelman 
William Bowen 
Lacee and Joshua Boyd
Elna Bragdon
Carolyn and Dan Branch 
JoAnn and Billy Brannen 
Kim and David Bridges 
Matthew Bridges 
Taylor Bruce
Betty and David Carlson 
Lindsey and Nate Carney 
Slayten Carter
Bill Clark 
Kaytlyn Cobb 
Kristoff Cohran
Lavonne and Ben Copeland 
Cathy Cox 
Carrie and Joseph Crabtree 
Yvonne and Johnny Crawford 
Pamela Crews
Joanne Cutler 
Jennifer and Patrick Davies 
Derwin Davis 
Tracy Dodson
Joni Dunn 
Faith and Nathan Dupree 
Bob Dutton 
Michael DuVall 
Braven Dyer 
Savannah and Chris Earls
Cindy Epperly 
Buster Evans 
Vonda and Van Fenn 
Ronnie Few
Daniel Fisher 
Lynda Fisher 
Matthew Fisher 
Dixon Fletcher 
Terri and Daniel Gibson 
Elizabeth and John Gibson 
Charlsy and William Godowns 
Haleigh Goodroe 

Ann and Larry Graham 
Jim Graham 
Jill and George Granade 
Bernard Green 
Jeffrey Griffin 
Monika and Keith Griner 
Jimmy Grubbs
Jody Haley 
Michael Hall 
Delia and Harry Hamm
Al Hammond 
Chad Hancock 
Alex Hardy 
Tyler Harper 
Jonathan Harris
Virginia and Scott Hart 
Pam Haskins 
Donna Heffring 
Coleman Hice 
Randi and John Hickman
Michelle Higdon 
Louise Hill 
Savannah and Dan Hobby 
James Holcomb 
Sandra and James Holton 
Deidra and Rollins Jackson 
Kimberly Jacobs 
Kaycee Jones 
Keri Jones 
Donna King 
Danielle and Mark Kistler
Cheryl Koehler 
Alan Kramer 
Jane Lee 
Jack Legg 
Don Lively
Gerald Long 
Shirley and Ben Lowery
Audrey Luke-Morgan 
Jerry Lupo 
Tim Marshall 
Sue Mastrario 
Geraldine McCarley 
Janet McGill 
Don McGough
Bob McLendon 
Ann and Dick McNerney
Emily McNerney
Joy and Steven Meeks
Jessica and Dan Miller 
Amanda and Jonathon Moore
Sandra and Brad Moretz 
Rance Moring 
Robert Morton 
Bobby Moss 
Matt Murphy
Jeff Odom  
Laurie Oldham
Chip O’Neal 
Ernesto Ortiz-Ariza 
Taylor and Gabriel Outlaw 
Amy Palmer 
Robert Parker
Kay Peebles
Judy Perry 
Louie Perry 

Keith Phillippi 
Melissa Pierzchajlo 
Catrina and Marcus Pollard 
Zach Postin 
Scott Purvis 
Eddie Reddick 
Jeremy Register
Jill Robbins 
Bryce Roland 
Elizabeth Rowland
Julie and Keith Rucker 
Bruce Russell 
Vivian Russum 
Sheila and Allen Sanders 
Joann and Allen Saylor 
Chuck Scarborough 
Trey Scarborough 
Darby Sewell 
Dodd Sledge
Donna Sledge
Andy Smith
Josie Smith 
Philip Smith
Suzanne Smith
Jodie and Matt Snow 
Richard Spancake 
Troy Spicer 
Elaine and Steve Spooner 
Bo Spooner 
Greg Spooner 
Ada Beth Spruill 
Tom Stallings
Marta Stewart
Howard Still 
Trish Strawn 
Johnathon Strickland 
Robert Swan 
Maurice Sweat 
Beth Thornton 
Robert Tindell 
Zach Tomberlin 
James Tootle 
Zona Tounsley 
Laura Beth and Tony Tucker 
Betty and George Turk 
Brittney and Taylor Turner
Sonny Turner
Niki and Ed Vanderslice 
Ryan VanHorn 
Tom Wade 
Glen Warnock
Donald Watson
Sherrie and David West 
Victoria and Cody Whiddon 
Hayley and Perry White 
Holly and Buck White 
Josh White  
Jay Williams 
Amy Willis 
Andrea and Vernon Willis
Glenn Willis 
Sephus Willis 
Shirley Wilson 
Randy Wise 
Elaine Wright 
Josh Zeigler

Jonny and Toni Harris, President Brundage,
 and Winton Harris
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2802 Moore Highway, Box 13
Tifton, Georgia 31793

229-391-4900 l foundation@abac.edu l abac.edu/foundation

Our Mission
Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College is a State College within the University System of Georgia. 
ABAC’s mission is to provide excellent education by engaging, teaching, coaching, mentoring, 
and providing relevant experiences that prepare the graduate for life.

Our Vision
ABAC aspires to be an institutional destination of greatness, a college where committed 
students seek a life-changing experience and are prepared to contribute positively to the 
communities in which they live and work.


